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Abstract—This paper presents a study of the most successful games during
the last 34 years (1986 —2019). We observed that the 100 most ranked games are
represented by 16 genres (adventure, role-playing, shooter, platform, puzzle,
strategy, hack and slash / beat 'em up, real time strategy, turn-based strategy,
point-and-click, indie, racing, sport, fighting, arcade and simulator). These genres
are then compared to show which genres are more attractive for players. As a
result, we observed that 6 genres among the 16 represent the most ranked games
(adventure, RPG, shooter, platform, puzzle, and strategy). They represent 0.83 of
the successful games. This allowed us to recommend to combining the others
genres with the 6 selected genres. Also, we analyzed the evolution of the 16
games genres during the last 34 years. We observed that some genres have a great
success until the past decades, but they haven’t a success in this decade. Game
designers and researchers in the field of games may rethink about how to add
attractive elements in the genres non-successful in this decade. Also, we observed
that some genres like the indie games haven’t a great success in the past decades,
but they have an important increased success in this decade. This may encourage
the decision makers and the game designer to invest on these genres.

Keywords—Game genres, comparing game genres, evolution of game genres.

1 Introduction

Video games have an increased and continue interest since the last decades. The
importance of video games comes from the big number of gamers who play for some
hours each day. These phenomena attract decision makers to invest in the development
of video games. Also, several researchers are studying the impact of games in different
domains such as education economy and so on. In general, video games carry their
importance, from their attractiveness and suspense, because of their spread in houses,
games and entertainment places [1].

Furthermore, competitive elements can be incorporated by such games because of
their interactivity, which allows for active engagement of the user in the playing process
[2]. In particular, video games are a ubiquitous part of almost all children’s and
adolescents’ lives, with 97% playing for at least one hour per day in the United States
[3]. This was a reason for expansion of games. Video gaming is an extremely popular
leisure-time activity with more than two billion users worldwide [4] cited in [5].
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This paper addresses the classification of games based on an operational analysis.
We classified and analyzed 100 succeeded games during the last 34 years (1986 - 2019).
These games represent 16 game genres (adventure, role-playing, shooter, platform,
puzzle, strategy, hack and slash/beat 'em up, real time strategy, turn-based strategy,
point-and-click, indie, racing, sport, fighting, arcade and simulator). The 16 game
genres are compared based on the number of games representing each one of them. This
allowed us to observe the most successful game genres and concluding
recommendation for decision makers and researchers in the domain of games. Also, the
paper analyses the evolution of the 16 game genres during the last 34 years. This
analysis allowed observing the emergent genres and the curve of genres evolution. This
could allow predicting the evolution of game genres in the next years.

The rest of the paper is as follows. The section 2 presents the definition of 16 game
genres representing the successful games. The section 3 presents the benchmarking of
100 successful games. Section 4 presents the comparative study of game genres based
on the classification of games according to their genres. Section 5 presents the evolution
of game genres. Finally, the section 6 concludes the papers.

2 Definitions of Game Genres

This section presents the game genres of the most successful games during the last
decades (1988-2019). These genres represent the first 100 ranked games represented in
the next section.

o Adventure games [6] refer to games, which usually have in common a story that
drives the gameplay. “Adventure” is usually associated with a quest-like
structure.

¢ A role-playing game [7] is a game set in an imaginary world. Players are free to
choose how to explore the game world, in terms of the path through the world
they take and may revisit areas previously explored. The amount of the game
world potentially available for exploration is typically large.

o First person shooter [8] are characterized by accelerated motor responses yet
reduced abilities to cancel a prepotent response.

o Platform games [9] are games in which Characters and settings are seen inside
view as opposed to top view, thus creating a graphical sense of “up” and “down”
as is implied in “Platform.”

e A puzzle game [10] has a solution. In particular, Maze Puzzle is a game where
the concept between combination of path and collection of paths, typically from
an entrance to a goal.

e A strategy games [11] have the main features of decisions complexity which are
taken by the player in a simulated or fantastic politic, economic or military
universe.

e A Hack and slash/Beat 'em up game is based on hand-to-hand combat between
the player and many non-players characters.
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o Real-time strategy (RTS) games [12] involve multiple teams acting in a real-time
environment with the goal of gaining military or territorial superiority over one
another. To achieve this goal, a player typically must address two key RTS sub-
problems, resource production and tactical planning.

¢ In turn-based strategy (TBS), the player makes his/her move during one turn and
then wait for the opponent’s turn [13].

e A point-and-click is a game in which the curser (e.g. curser of the mouse) is used
as input to click on the game elements.

¢ An indie game [14] is permeated by spontaneity; ideas freely come and trigger
the design without being necessarily forced or induced by the designers and the
need to come up with a game to satisfy someone’s needs.

¢ Racing games [15] emulate driving a car on a race track.

¢ A Sport game simulates a sport in which the player controls the game avatars.

¢ Fighting games [16] display certain amounts of hand-to-hand combat which can
be referred to as a portrayal of violence.

o Arcade video game is a game in which the interface is designed in the form of an
arcade (lines) in which the player avatar and others non-player characters move.

¢ A simulation game allows interacting virtually with phenomena of the real word.

3 Benchmarking of Successful Games

Benchmarking is recognised as an essential tool for continuous improvement of
quality [17]. Quite often, the benchmarking concept is understood to be an act of
imitating or copying. But, in reality this proves to be a concept that helps in innovation
rather than imitation, as stated by Thompson and Cox [18] cited in Dattakumar [17].
Also, benchmarking is a tool which helps companies to position themselves
Krishnamoorthy and D’Lima [19].in the market place. In fact, decision makers are
persistently on the lookout for techniques to facilitate quality enhancement.

This section presents 100 successful games classified according to their genres. This
list could serve as benchmarking of successful games for decision makers and
researchers who works in improving the quality of games. Furthermore, we have used
this list for analyzing the game genres and concluding recommendations. Also, we have
analyzed the evolution of the successful game genres during the 34 last years (1986-
2019).

Table 1 presents 100 successful games classified according to their genres. These
games are considered as the top best games during 1986 to 2019. They have the best
ranks according to the Internet Games Database [20]. The genres of these games are
collected during November-December 2019. Most of these games have more than one
genre. The game designers combine game genres to attract more players. For example,
The Witcher 3: Wild Hunt which is appeared in 2015 has two genres adventure and
role-playing (RPG). In adventure games, the player discovers new word and new non-
player characters in a story. In RPG games, the player could have several paths in the
game and could play different role in the game. So, the designer of The Witcher 3: Wild
Hunt decided to combine the two game genres adventure and role-playing games. As
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another example of game, we cite the Red Dead Redemption 2 which is appeared in
2018. It has also the shooter genre beside the two genres adventure and RPG. In shooter
games, the player has to have rapid decisions and actions.

Table 1. 100 successful games classified according to their genres

Game Genres
The Witcher 3: Wild Hunt (2015) Adventure, Role-playing (RPG)
\War (2018) Adventure, Role-playing (RPG)
Chrono Trigger (1995) Role-playing (RPG)

The Last of Us (2013)

Adventure, Shooter

Persona 5 (2016)

Adventure, Platform, Role-playing (RPG)

Silent Hill 2 (2001)

Adventure, Puzzle

Red Dead Redemption 2 (2018)

Adventure, Role-playing (RPG), Shooter

Planescape: Torment (1999)

Real Time Strategy (RTS), Role-playing (RPG),
Strategy

Metal Gear Solid 3: Snake Eater (2004)

Adventure, Role-playing (RPG)

Paper Mario: The Thousand-Year Door (2004)

Adventure, Role-playing (RPG)

Metroid Prime (2002)

Adventure, Platform, Shooter

The Legend of Zelda: Breath of the Wild (2017)

Adventure, Role-playing (RPG)

Super Mario World (1990)

Platform

Baldur's Gate Il: Shadows Of Amn (2000)

Role-playing (RPG)

Uncharted 4: A Thief's End (2016)

Adventure, Shooter

Horizon Zero Dawn (2017)

Role-playing (RPG), Shooter

Castlevania: Symphony of the Night (1997)

Adventure, Platform, Role-playing (RPG)

Mass Effect 2 (2010)

Role-playing (RPG), Shooter, Simulator

The Legend of Zelda: A Link to the Past (1991)

Adventure, Role-playing (RPG)

The Legend of Zelda: Ocarina of Time (1998)

Adventure, Platform, Puzzle, Role-playing (RPG)

Day of the Tentacle (1993)

Adventure, Point-and-click

Super Metroid (1994)

Adventure, Platform, Role-playing (RPG), Shooter

Portal 2 (2011)

Adventure, Platform, Puzzle, Shooter

Metal Gear Solid (1998)

Adventure, Strategy

Indiana Jones and the Fate of Atlantis (1992)

Adventure, Point-and-click, Puzzle

Bloodborne (2015)

Adventure, Role-playing (RPG)

System Shock 2 (1999)

Role-playing (RPG), Shooter

Hollow Knight (2017)

Adventure, Hack and slash/Beat 'em up, Indie,
Platform

Half-Life 2 (2004)

Shooter

Grand Theft Auto V (2013)

Adventure, Racing, Shooter, Sport

Final Fantasy VII (1997)

Adventure, Role-playing (RPG)

EarthBound (1994)

Adventure, Role-playing (RPG), Turn-based strategy
(TBS)

Shadow of the Colossus (2005)

Adventure, Platform, Puzzle

Star Wars: Knights of the Old Republic (2003)

Adventure, Role-playing (RPG)

Super Mario Odyssey (2017)

Adventure, Platform

NieR: Automata (2017)

Role-playing (RPG)

Deus Ex (2000)

Role-playing (RPG),Shooter

Kingdom Hearts 11 (2005)

Adventure, Role-playing (RPG)

Monkey Island 2: LeChuck's Revenge (1991)

Adventure, Point-and-click, Puzzle
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https://www.igdb.com/genres/racing
https://www.igdb.com/genres/shooter
https://www.igdb.com/genres/sport
https://www.igdb.com/games/final-fantasy-vii
https://www.igdb.com/genres/adventure
https://www.igdb.com/genres/role-playing-rpg
https://www.igdb.com/games/earthbound
https://www.igdb.com/genres/adventure
https://www.igdb.com/genres/role-playing-rpg
https://www.igdb.com/genres/turn-based-strategy-tbs
https://www.igdb.com/genres/turn-based-strategy-tbs
https://www.igdb.com/games/shadow-of-the-colossus
https://www.igdb.com/genres/adventure
https://www.igdb.com/genres/platform
https://www.igdb.com/genres/puzzle
https://www.igdb.com/games/star-wars-knights-of-the-old-republic
https://www.igdb.com/genres/adventure
https://www.igdb.com/genres/role-playing-rpg
https://www.igdb.com/games/super-mario-odyssey
https://www.igdb.com/genres/adventure
https://www.igdb.com/genres/platform
https://www.igdb.com/games/nier-automata
https://www.igdb.com/genres/role-playing-rpg
https://www.igdb.com/games/deus-ex
https://www.igdb.com/genres/role-playing-rpg
https://www.igdb.com/genres/shooter
https://www.igdb.com/games/kingdom-hearts-ii
https://www.igdb.com/genres/adventure
https://www.igdb.com/genres/role-playing-rpg
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https://www.igdb.com/genres/adventure
https://www.igdb.com/genres/point-and-click
https://www.igdb.com/genres/puzzle

Half-Life (1998)

Adventure, Puzzle, Shooter

Super Mario Galaxy 2 (2010)

Adventure, Platform

Gothic 11 (2002)

Adventure, Role-playing (RPG), Strategy

Super Mario 64 (1996)

Adventure, Platform

Grand Theft Auto: San Andreas (2004)

Adventure, Racing, Shooter, Sport

Ori and the Blind Forest (2015)

Adventure, Indie, Platform, Puzzle

Red Dead Redemption (2010)

Adventure, Role-playing (RPG), Shooter

Uncharted 2: Among Thieves (2009)

Adventure, Platform, Shooter

Super Mario World 2: Yoshi's Island (1995)

Platform

Super Mario Bros. 3 (1988)

Adventure, Platform

Final Fantasy VI (1994)

Adventure, Role-playing (RPG)

Celeste (2018)

Adventure, Indie, Platform

Fallout 2 (1998)

Role-playing (RPG), Turn-based strategy (TBS)

\Warcraft 111: Reign of Chaos (2002)

Real Time Strategy (RTS), Strategy

StarCraft (1998) Real Time Strategy (RTS), Strategy
Gothic (2001) Adventure, Role-playing (RPG)
Tetris (1986) Arcade, Puzzle, Strategy

Super Smash Bros. Melee (2001)

Fighting, Hack and slash/Beat 'em up, Platform,
Sport

The Legend of Zelda: Majora's Mask (2000)

Adventure, Role-playing (RPG)

Mario Kart 8 (2014)

Adventure, Platform

Heroes of Might and Magic I1l: The Restoration of
Erathia (1999)

Role-playing (RPG), Strategy, Turn-based strategy
(TBS)

StarCraft 11: Wings of Liberty (2010)

Real Time Strategy (RTS), Strategy

\Vampire: The Masquerade - Bloodlines (2004)

Adventure, Role-playing (RPG)

Dark Souls Il (2016)

Adventure, Role-playing (RPG)

Resident Evil 4 (2005)

Shooter

Star Wars: Knights of the Old Republic I - The Sith
Lords (2004)

Adventure, Role-playing (RPG), Strategy

Diablo Il (2000)

Hack and slash/Beat 'em up, Role-playing (RPG)

The Elder Scrolls V: Skyrim (2011)

Adventure, Role-playing (RPG)

Final Fantasy 1X (2000)

Adventure, Role-playing (RPG), Turn-based strategy
(TBS)

Half-Life 2: Episode Two (2007)

Puzzle, Shooter

Stardew Valley (2016)

Adventure, Puzzle, Role-playing (RPG)

The Legend of Zelda: A Link Between Worlds
(2013)

Adventure, Puzzle, Role-playing (RPG)

Marvel's Spider-Man (2018)

Adventure,Hack and slash/Beat 'em up

Grand Theft Auto: Vice City (2002)

Adventure, Arcade, Racing, Shooter

Mafia (2002)

Adventure, Fighting, Racing, Shooter

Super Smash Bros. Ultimate (2018)

Fighting

Metal Gear Solid 2: Sons of Liberty (2001)

Adventure

The Legend of Zelda: The Wind Waker (2002)

Adventure, Platform, Puzzle, Role-playing (RPG)

Undertale (2015)

Adventure, Indie, Role-playing (RPG), Shooter,
Turn-based strategy (TBS)

Portal (2007)

Platform, Puzzle, Shooter

God of War Il (2007)

Adventure, Hack and slash/Beat 'em up, Platform

INSIDE (2016)

Adventure, Indie, Platform, Puzzle

Super Mario Galaxy (2007)

Adventure, Platform

Assassin's Creed 11 (2009)

Adventure, Platform
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https://www.igdb.com/genres/real-time-strategy-rts
https://www.igdb.com/genres/strategy
https://www.igdb.com/games/vampire-the-masquerade-bloodlines
https://www.igdb.com/genres/adventure
https://www.igdb.com/genres/role-playing-rpg
https://www.igdb.com/games/dark-souls-iii
https://www.igdb.com/genres/adventure
https://www.igdb.com/genres/role-playing-rpg
https://www.igdb.com/games/resident-evil-4
https://www.igdb.com/genres/shooter
https://www.igdb.com/games/star-wars-knights-of-the-old-republic-ii-the-sith-lords
https://www.igdb.com/games/star-wars-knights-of-the-old-republic-ii-the-sith-lords
https://www.igdb.com/genres/adventure
https://www.igdb.com/genres/role-playing-rpg
https://www.igdb.com/genres/strategy
https://www.igdb.com/games/diablo-ii
https://www.igdb.com/genres/hack-and-slash-beat-em-up
https://www.igdb.com/genres/role-playing-rpg
https://www.igdb.com/games/the-elder-scrolls-v-skyrim
https://www.igdb.com/genres/adventure
https://www.igdb.com/genres/role-playing-rpg
https://www.igdb.com/games/final-fantasy-ix
https://www.igdb.com/genres/adventure
https://www.igdb.com/genres/role-playing-rpg
https://www.igdb.com/genres/turn-based-strategy-tbs
https://www.igdb.com/genres/turn-based-strategy-tbs
https://www.igdb.com/games/half-life-2-episode-two
https://www.igdb.com/genres/puzzle
https://www.igdb.com/genres/shooter
https://www.igdb.com/games/stardew-valley
https://www.igdb.com/genres/adventure
https://www.igdb.com/genres/puzzle
https://www.igdb.com/genres/role-playing-rpg
https://www.igdb.com/games/the-legend-of-zelda-a-link-between-worlds
https://www.igdb.com/genres/adventure
https://www.igdb.com/genres/puzzle
https://www.igdb.com/genres/role-playing-rpg
https://www.igdb.com/games/marvels-spider-man
https://www.igdb.com/genres/adventure
https://www.igdb.com/genres/hack-and-slash-beat-em-up
https://www.igdb.com/games/grand-theft-auto-vice-city
https://www.igdb.com/genres/adventure
https://www.igdb.com/genres/arcade
https://www.igdb.com/genres/racing
https://www.igdb.com/genres/shooter
https://www.igdb.com/games/mafia
https://www.igdb.com/genres/adventure
https://www.igdb.com/genres/fighting
https://www.igdb.com/genres/racing
https://www.igdb.com/genres/shooter
https://www.igdb.com/games/super-smash-bros-ultimate
https://www.igdb.com/genres/fighting
https://www.igdb.com/games/metal-gear-solid-2-sons-of-liberty
https://www.igdb.com/genres/adventure
https://www.igdb.com/games/the-legend-of-zelda-the-wind-waker
https://www.igdb.com/genres/adventure
https://www.igdb.com/genres/platform
https://www.igdb.com/genres/puzzle
https://www.igdb.com/genres/role-playing-rpg
https://www.igdb.com/games/undertale
https://www.igdb.com/genres/adventure
https://www.igdb.com/genres/indie
https://www.igdb.com/genres/role-playing-rpg
https://www.igdb.com/genres/shooter
https://www.igdb.com/genres/turn-based-strategy-tbs
https://www.igdb.com/games/portal
https://www.igdb.com/genres/platform
https://www.igdb.com/genres/puzzle
https://www.igdb.com/genres/shooter
https://www.igdb.com/games/god-of-war-ii
https://www.igdb.com/genres/adventure
https://www.igdb.com/genres/hack-and-slash-beat-em-up
https://www.igdb.com/genres/platform
https://www.igdb.com/games/inside
https://www.igdb.com/genres/adventure
https://www.igdb.com/genres/indie
https://www.igdb.com/genres/platform
https://www.igdb.com/genres/puzzle
https://www.igdb.com/games/super-mario-galaxy
https://www.igdb.com/genres/adventure
https://www.igdb.com/genres/platform
https://www.igdb.com/games/assassin-s-creed-ii
https://www.igdb.com/genres/adventure
https://www.igdb.com/genres/platform

Batman: Arkham Asylum (2009)

Adventure, Hack and slash/Beat 'em up

BioShock (2007)

Adventure, Role-playing (RPG), Shooter

Mass Effect (2007)

Role-playing (RPG), Shooter

Max Payne (2001)

Shooter

Fallout: New Vegas (2010)

Role-playing (RPG), Shooter

Mass Effect 3 (2012)

Adventure, Role-playing (RPG), Shooter

The Elder Scrolls 111: Morrowind (2002)

Adventure, Role-playing (RPG)

Age of Empires Il: The Age of Kings (1999)

Real Time Strategy (RTS), Strategy

Batman: Arkham City (2011)

Adventure, Hack and slash/Beat 'em up

Uncharted 3: Drake's Deception (2011)

Adventure, Platform, Shooter

Dead Space 2 (2011) Shooter
The Walking Dead: Season One (2012) Adventure, Point-and-click
DOOM (2016) Shooter

Borderlands 2 (2012)

Role-playing (RPG), Shooter

The Elder Scrolls 1V: Oblivion (2006)

Adventure, Role-playing (RPG)

Dragon Age: Origins (2009)

Role-playing (RPG)

Bioshock Infinite (2013)

Adventure, Shooter

3.1 Classification of games according to their genres

Games are classified according to their genres. Given that a game may belong to
more than one genre, it may appear in more than one class. The table 2 presents a
classification of most ranked games during 1986-2019. This classification is based on
table 1. For example, the number of games is 69 for the game genre adventure. This
means that there are 69 games in the table 1 having one of their genre adventure. For
more details about the games in each genre, see the appendix 1.

Table 2. Classification of games according to their genres

Genres of Games Number of Games

Adventure 69
Role-playing (RPG) 49
Shooter 32
Platform 26
Puzzle 15
Strategy 10

Hack and slash/Beat 'em up
Real Time Strategy (RTS)
Turn-based strategy (TBS)
Point-and-click

Indie

Racing

Sport

Fighting

Arcade

Simulator

Total 241

RIN[Ww~lO|OT|lOT|O1 (N
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https://www.igdb.com/games/batman-arkham-asylum
https://www.igdb.com/genres/adventure
https://www.igdb.com/genres/hack-and-slash-beat-em-up
https://www.igdb.com/games/bioshock
https://www.igdb.com/genres/adventure
https://www.igdb.com/genres/role-playing-rpg
https://www.igdb.com/genres/shooter
https://www.igdb.com/games/mass-effect
https://www.igdb.com/genres/role-playing-rpg
https://www.igdb.com/genres/shooter
https://www.igdb.com/games/max-payne
https://www.igdb.com/genres/shooter
https://www.igdb.com/games/fallout-new-vegas
https://www.igdb.com/genres/role-playing-rpg
https://www.igdb.com/genres/shooter
https://www.igdb.com/games/mass-effect-3
https://www.igdb.com/genres/adventure
https://www.igdb.com/genres/role-playing-rpg
https://www.igdb.com/genres/shooter
https://www.igdb.com/games/the-elder-scrolls-iii-morrowind
https://www.igdb.com/genres/adventure
https://www.igdb.com/genres/role-playing-rpg
https://www.igdb.com/games/age-of-empires-ii-the-age-of-kings
https://www.igdb.com/genres/real-time-strategy-rts
https://www.igdb.com/genres/strategy
https://www.igdb.com/games/batman-arkham-city
https://www.igdb.com/genres/adventure
https://www.igdb.com/genres/hack-and-slash-beat-em-up
https://www.igdb.com/games/uncharted-3-drake-s-deception
https://www.igdb.com/genres/adventure
https://www.igdb.com/genres/platform
https://www.igdb.com/genres/shooter
https://www.igdb.com/games/dead-space-2
https://www.igdb.com/genres/shooter
https://www.igdb.com/games/the-walking-dead-season-one
https://www.igdb.com/genres/adventure
https://www.igdb.com/genres/point-and-click
https://www.igdb.com/games/doom--2
https://www.igdb.com/genres/shooter
https://www.igdb.com/games/borderlands-2
https://www.igdb.com/genres/role-playing-rpg
https://www.igdb.com/genres/shooter
https://www.igdb.com/games/the-elder-scrolls-iv-oblivion
https://www.igdb.com/genres/adventure
https://www.igdb.com/genres/role-playing-rpg
https://www.igdb.com/games/dragon-age-origins
https://www.igdb.com/genres/role-playing-rpg
https://www.igdb.com/games/bioshock-infinite
https://www.igdb.com/genres/adventure
https://www.igdb.com/genres/shooter

Adventure is the most genre succeeded in the last decades (69 games belong to the
genre of adventure games). Then, role-playing (RPG) is represented by 49 games. The
shooter, platform, puzzle, and strategy are represented respectively by 32, 26, 15 and
10 games. These genres have good representation in the set of successful games. Hack
and slash/beat 'em up, Real Time Strategy (RTS), Turn-based strategy (TBS), point-
and-click, Indie, racing, sport, fighting, arcade and Simulator appear also among the
successful genres. They represent respectively 7,5,5,5, 5, 4, 3, 3, 2and 1 games. Given
that a game may appear in more than one genre, the total in table 2 is 241. So, in average
a game appear in two or three genres (2 < 241/100 < 3).

In order to have more observation of the games’ repartition into classes, the games’
classification is represented in the form of graphic. The figure 1 presents a classification
of the most ranked games during 1986-2019.

Genres of Games

W Adventure

W Role-playing (RPG)
W Shooter

W Platform

B Puzzle

M Strategy

Fig. 1. Classification of games according to their genres

It is possible to observe from figure 1 that 6 genres (adventure, RPG, shooter,
platform, puzzle, and strategy) out of 16 represent the most successful games with a
rate of 0,83 (= 201/241, where 241 is the sum of the numbers of games appeared in all
genres; 201 is the sum of the numbers of games appeared in the 6 most successful
genres.). Some recommendations could be done based on this observation:

e Game designers and entrepreneurs in the games industry could profit from the
emergence of the most successful genres by including in their game, the design
aspect of these genres: adventure, RPG, shooter, platform, puzzle, and strategy.

e Researchers in educational field may study the usefulness of the most successful
genres in the context of education. In fact, several educational games are
implemented but they do not appear in the list of most successful games.
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e Researchers in the usability and psychometric analyses may be interested to the
analyses of the player behavior towards these game genres.

For more analyses of the successful games during the last decades, we analyze in the
next section the evolution of these games. In fact, it is possible that some genres have
an increase success in the last years but this success is not seen in global view of 34
years (1986-2019).

4 Evolution of Games’ Genres

The games of each genre are classified according to 8 periods of time. Each period
includes 4 years except the first period which include 6 years. In fact, we have 34 years
(= 6 years + 7 * 4 years) from 1986 to 2019. The first period is too large given that the
number of games in all genres is less in the first period. The defined periods are: 1986
-1991, 1992-1995, 1996-1999, 2000-2003, 2004-2007, 2008-2011, 1012-2015 and
2016-2019. Figure 2 presents 6 histograms representing the evolution of six most
successful genres of games (adventure, RPG, shooter, platform, puzzle, and strategy).
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¢) Evolution of shooter games d) Evolution of platform games

Puzzle Games Strategy Games
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e) Evolution of puzzle games f) Evolution of strategy games

Fig. 2. Evolution of the six most successful genres of games

It is possible to observe that adventure games have achieved their maximal success
during two periods: 2000-2003 and 2016-2019. Between these two maximal points,
there is a curve which includes a decrease progressively, then an increase progressively.
The histogram of the RPG games includes two summit curves (including maximal
points: 2000-2003 and 2016-2019) and two curves with minimal points (1986-1991 and
2008-2011). The histogram of successful RPG games may be seen as a spiral including
curves with maximal and minimal points. The histogram of the shooter games includes
a continue increase until the two successive period 2004-2007 and 2008-2011. Then,
the histogram of shooter games starts at continues decrease until 2019. The histogram
of the platform games starts with a continue increase until the period 2008-2011. Then,
there is a curve with a minimal point in 2012-2015 and a return to increased rates in
2016-2019. The curves exist also in the histograms of the puzzle and strategy games.

The figures 3 and 4 present the evolution of the 10 less successful genres of games.
Figure 3 presents the evolution of the genres hack-and-slash, RTS, TBS, point-and-
click, indie and racing. Figure 4 presents the evolution of the genres sport, fighting,
arcade and simulator.

Hack and slash/Beat 'em up Real Time Strategy (RTS)
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a)Evolution of hack and slash games b). Evolution of RTS games

Turn-based strategy (TBS) Point-and-click
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Fig. 3. Evolution of the hack and slash, RTS, TBS, point-and-click, indie and racing games.

Hack-and-slash games appeared as successful games in 2000-2013. This genre of
games has also appeared as successful genre during the last period 2016-2019. RTS and
TBS appeared as successful games until 2011. After that, these two genres do not appear
among the successful list. Maybe this is due to the fact that these two genres are based
on hard thinking. For example, the chess game is a TBS and needs an important
concentration of the players. The point-and-click genre has an important earlier success.
Then it does not appear as successful genre during 16 years (1996-2011). The indie
games appeared as successful games just in the last period. The histogram of the indie
games shows an increase. Racing games achieved their maximal success during tow
continuous periods 2000-2003 and 2004-2007.
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Fig. 4. Evolution of sport, fighting, arcade and simulator games.

Sport, fighting, arcade and simulator genres appeared in the list of successful genres
but the number of successful games of these genres is few. It is recommended to
combine these genres with the genres of most successful games like the adventure and
the RPG games.

5 Conclusion

Decision makers and designers need to know what kind of video games are more
attractive for players. The analysis of most successful games allows seeing the
opportunities of investment in video games. Furthermore, it allows predicting the
preference of players in the next years.

This paper analyses 100 successful games during the last 34 years (1986-2019) and
classifies them according to their genres in order to show the most successful games’
genres. As a result, we observed that there are six games’ genres more successful:
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adventure, RPG, shooter, platform, puzzle, and strategy. Some recommendations could
be done based on this observation:

Game designers and entrepreneurs in the games industry could profit from the
emergence of the most successful genres by including in their game, the design aspect
of these genres: adventure, RPG, shooter, platform, puzzle, and strategy.

e Researchers in educational field may study the usefulness of the most successful
genres in the context of education. In fact, several educational games are
implemented but they do not appear in the list of most successful games.

e Researchers in the usability and psychometric analyses may be interested in the
analyses of the player behavior towards the successful games’ genres.

For more observation of the success in game genres, we have analyzed their
evolution during the last 34 years. As a result, we have the following observations:

e RTS and TBS appeared as successful games until 2011. After that, these two
genres do not appear among the successful list. Maybe this is due to the fact that
these two genres are based on hard thinking. For example, the chess game is a
TBS and needs an important concentration of the players.

e The indie games appeared as successful games just in the last period. This may
be considered as opportunities for games’ designers and decision makers given
that this genre is starting to have its part in the successful list.

Like any research work, this study has some limitations which are as follows:

e The sample size may be extended for having not only 100 successful games, but
more successful games. This may generalize the observed results.

e Some aspects of games are not studied like the game-play and the games
mechanics. These aspects could be the subject of future studies.

As future works, interested researchers may work on the following perspectives:

e Study of the relations between game genres. In fact, some genres are more
attractive for players and there are many potential combinations of the successful
genres with the others games’ genres.

o Development of new operational taxonomy of successful video games. The new
taxonomy may consider the most successful games’ genres and giving them high
level in the taxonomy.

e Extend the taxonomy by adding more games’ genres related to advertising,
psychotherapy, enhanced motivations and mixed reality based respectively on
[21, 22, 23, 24].

e Enlarge the sample of successful games and generalizing the study.
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8 Appendix A

Genre of Game

Included Games

Adventure

69 Games

1986 -1991 (3 Games)
1992-1995 (5 Games)
1996-1999 (6 Games)
2000-2003 (12 Games)
2004-2007 (11 Games)
2008-2011 (9 Games)
1012-2015 (11 Games)
2016-2019 (12 Games)

Super Mario Bros. 3 (1988)
The Legend of Zelda: A Link to the Past (1991)

Monkey Island 2: LeChuck's Revenge (1991)

Indiana Jones and the Fate of Atlantis (1992)

Day of the Tentacle (1993)

Super Metroid (1994)

EarthBound (1994)

Final Fantasy VI (1994)

Super Mario 64 (1996)

Castlevania: Symphony of the Night (1997)

Final Fantasy VII (1997)
The Legend of Zelda: Ocarina of Time (1998)

Metal Gear Solid (1998)
Half-Life (1998)

Final Fantasy 1X (2000)
The Legend of Zelda: Majora's Mask (2000)

Silent Hill 2 (2001)

Metal Gear Solid 2: Sons of Liberty (2001)
Gothic (2001)

Grand Theft Auto: Vice City (2002)

Mafia (2002)

Metroid Prime (2002)

The Elder Scrolls I11: Morrowind (2002)

The Legend of Zelda: The Wind Waker (2002)

Gothic 11 (2002)
Star Wars: Knights of the Old Republic (2003)

Metal Gear Solid 3: Snake Eater (2004)

Paper Mario: The Thousand-Year Door (2004)

Grand Theft Auto: San Andreas (2004)

Star Wars: Knights of the Old Republic Il - The Sith Lords (2004)

Vampire: The Masquerade - Bloodlines (2004)

Shadow of the Colossus (2005)

Kingdom Hearts 11 (2005)
The Elder Scrolls IV: Oblivion (2006)

God of War 11 (2007)

Super Mario Galaxy (2007)
BioShock (2007)

Uncharted 2: Among Thieves (2009)

Assassin's Creed Il (2009)
Batman: Arkham Asylum (2009)

Super Mario Galaxy 2 (2010)

Red Dead Redemption (2010)

Batman: Arkham City (2011)

Uncharted 3: Drake's Deception (2011)

Portal 2 (2011)
The Elder Scrolls V: Skyrim (2011)

The Walking Dead: Season One (2012)

Mass Effect 3 (2012)

Bioshock Infinite (2013)

The Last of Us (2013)

Grand Theft Auto V (2013)

The Legend of Zelda: A Link Between Worlds (2013)

Mario Kart 8 (2014)

The Witcher 3: Wild Hunt (2015)

Bloodborne (2015)
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https://www.igdb.com/genres/adventure
https://www.igdb.com/games/super-mario-bros-3
https://www.igdb.com/games/the-legend-of-zelda-a-link-to-the-past
https://www.igdb.com/games/monkey-island-2-lechuck-s-revenge
https://www.igdb.com/games/indiana-jones-and-the-fate-of-atlantis--1
https://www.igdb.com/games/day-of-the-tentacle
https://www.igdb.com/games/super-metroid
https://www.igdb.com/games/earthbound
https://www.igdb.com/games/final-fantasy-vi
https://www.igdb.com/games/super-mario-64
https://www.igdb.com/games/castlevania-symphony-of-the-night
https://www.igdb.com/games/final-fantasy-vii
https://www.igdb.com/games/the-legend-of-zelda-ocarina-of-time
https://www.igdb.com/games/metal-gear-solid
https://www.igdb.com/games/half-life
https://www.igdb.com/games/final-fantasy-ix
https://www.igdb.com/games/the-legend-of-zelda-majora-s-mask
https://www.igdb.com/games/silent-hill-2
https://www.igdb.com/games/metal-gear-solid-2-sons-of-liberty
https://www.igdb.com/games/gothic
https://www.igdb.com/games/grand-theft-auto-vice-city
https://www.igdb.com/games/mafia
https://www.igdb.com/games/metroid-prime
https://www.igdb.com/games/the-elder-scrolls-iii-morrowind
https://www.igdb.com/games/the-legend-of-zelda-the-wind-waker
https://www.igdb.com/games/gothic-ii
https://www.igdb.com/games/star-wars-knights-of-the-old-republic
https://www.igdb.com/games/metal-gear-solid-3-snake-eater
https://www.igdb.com/games/paper-mario-the-thousand-year-door
https://www.igdb.com/games/grand-theft-auto-san-andreas
https://www.igdb.com/games/star-wars-knights-of-the-old-republic-ii-the-sith-lords
https://www.igdb.com/games/vampire-the-masquerade-bloodlines
https://www.igdb.com/games/shadow-of-the-colossus
https://www.igdb.com/games/kingdom-hearts-ii
https://www.igdb.com/games/the-elder-scrolls-iv-oblivion
https://www.igdb.com/games/god-of-war-ii
https://www.igdb.com/games/super-mario-galaxy
https://www.igdb.com/games/bioshock
https://www.igdb.com/games/uncharted-2-among-thieves
https://www.igdb.com/games/assassin-s-creed-ii
https://www.igdb.com/games/batman-arkham-asylum
https://www.igdb.com/games/super-mario-galaxy-2
https://www.igdb.com/games/red-dead-redemption
https://www.igdb.com/games/batman-arkham-city
https://www.igdb.com/games/uncharted-3-drake-s-deception
https://www.igdb.com/games/portal-2
https://www.igdb.com/games/the-elder-scrolls-v-skyrim
https://www.igdb.com/games/the-walking-dead-season-one
https://www.igdb.com/games/mass-effect-3
https://www.igdb.com/games/bioshock-infinite
https://www.igdb.com/games/the-last-of-us
https://www.igdb.com/games/grand-theft-auto-v
https://www.igdb.com/games/the-legend-of-zelda-a-link-between-worlds
https://www.igdb.com/games/mario-kart-8
https://www.igdb.com/games/the-witcher-3-wild-hunt
https://www.igdb.com/games/bloodborne

Ori and the Blind Forest (2015)
Undertale (2015)

Persona 5 (2016)

Uncharted 4: A Thief's End (2016)

Dark Souls Il (2016)

Stardew Valley (2016)

INSIDE (2016)

The Legend of Zelda: Breath of the Wild (2017)

Hollow Knight (2017)

Super Mario Odyssey (2017)
Celeste (2018)

Marvel's Spider-Man (2018)
War (2018)

Red Dead Redemption 2 (2018)

Role-playing (RPG

49 games

1986 -1991 ( 1 Games)
1992-1995 ( 4 Games)
1996-1999 (7 Games)
2000-2003 ( 10 Games)
2004-2007 (8 Games)
2008-2011 (5 Games)
1012-2015 (6 Games)
2016-2019 (8 Games)

The Legend of Zelda: A Link to the Past (1991)

Super Metroid (1994)

EarthBound (1994)

Final Fantasy VI (1994)

Chrono Trigger (1995)

Castlevania: Symphony of the Night (1997)

Final Fantasy VII (1997)
The Legend of Zelda: Ocarina of Time (1998)

Fallout 2 (1998)

Planescape: Torment (1999)
Heroes of Might and Magic I11: The Restoration of Erathia (1999)

System Shock 2 (1999)
Baldur's Gate Il: Shadows Of Amn (2000)

Deus Ex (2000)

Final Fantasy 1X (2000)
The Legend of Zelda: Majora's Mask (2000)

Diablo 11 (2000)
Gothic (2001)
The Legend of Zelda: The Wind Waker (2002)

The Elder Scrolls I11: Morrowind (2002)

Gothic 11 (2002)

Star Wars: Knights of the Old Republic (2003)
Vampire: The Masquerade - Bloodlines (2004)

Star Wars: Knights of the Old Republic Il - The Sith Lords (2004)

Metal Gear Solid 3: Snake Eater (2004)

Paper Mario: The Thousand-Year Door (2004)
Kingdom Hearts 11 (2005)

The Elder Scrolls IV: Oblivion (2006)
BioShock (2007)

Mass Effect (2007)

Dragon Age: Origins (2009)

Mass Effect 2 (2010)

Fallout: New Vegas (2010)
Red Dead Redemption (2010)

The Elder Scrolls V: Skyrim (2011)

Mass Effect 3 (2012)
Borderlands 2 (2012
The Legend of Zelda: A Link Between Worlds (2013)

The Witcher 3: Wild Hunt (2015)

Bloodborne (2015)
Undertale (2015)

Stardew Valley (2016)
Dark Souls 111 (2016)

Persona 5 (2016)
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https://www.igdb.com/games/ori-and-the-blind-forest
https://www.igdb.com/games/undertale
https://www.igdb.com/games/persona-5
https://www.igdb.com/games/uncharted-4-a-thief-s-end
https://www.igdb.com/games/dark-souls-iii
https://www.igdb.com/games/stardew-valley
https://www.igdb.com/games/inside
https://www.igdb.com/games/the-legend-of-zelda-breath-of-the-wild
https://www.igdb.com/games/hollow-knight
https://www.igdb.com/games/super-mario-odyssey
https://www.igdb.com/games/celeste
https://www.igdb.com/games/marvels-spider-man
https://www.igdb.com/games/god-of-war--1
https://www.igdb.com/games/red-dead-redemption-2
https://www.igdb.com/genres/role-playing-rpg
https://www.igdb.com/games/the-legend-of-zelda-a-link-to-the-past
https://www.igdb.com/games/super-metroid
https://www.igdb.com/games/earthbound
https://www.igdb.com/games/final-fantasy-vi
https://www.igdb.com/games/chrono-trigger
https://www.igdb.com/games/castlevania-symphony-of-the-night
https://www.igdb.com/games/final-fantasy-vii
https://www.igdb.com/games/the-legend-of-zelda-ocarina-of-time
https://www.igdb.com/games/fallout-2
https://www.igdb.com/games/planescape-torment
https://www.igdb.com/games/heroes-of-might-and-magic-iii-the-restoration-of-erathia
https://www.igdb.com/games/system-shock-2
https://www.igdb.com/games/baldur-s-gate-ii-shadows-of-amn
https://www.igdb.com/games/deus-ex
https://www.igdb.com/games/final-fantasy-ix
https://www.igdb.com/games/the-legend-of-zelda-majora-s-mask
https://www.igdb.com/games/diablo-ii
https://www.igdb.com/games/gothic
https://www.igdb.com/games/the-legend-of-zelda-the-wind-waker
https://www.igdb.com/games/the-elder-scrolls-iii-morrowind
https://www.igdb.com/games/gothic-ii
https://www.igdb.com/games/star-wars-knights-of-the-old-republic
https://www.igdb.com/games/vampire-the-masquerade-bloodlines
https://www.igdb.com/games/star-wars-knights-of-the-old-republic-ii-the-sith-lords
https://www.igdb.com/games/metal-gear-solid-3-snake-eater
https://www.igdb.com/games/paper-mario-the-thousand-year-door
https://www.igdb.com/games/kingdom-hearts-ii
https://www.igdb.com/games/the-elder-scrolls-iv-oblivion
https://www.igdb.com/games/bioshock
https://www.igdb.com/games/mass-effect
https://www.igdb.com/games/dragon-age-origins
https://www.igdb.com/games/mass-effect-2
https://www.igdb.com/games/fallout-new-vegas
https://www.igdb.com/games/red-dead-redemption
https://www.igdb.com/games/the-elder-scrolls-v-skyrim
https://www.igdb.com/games/mass-effect-3
https://www.igdb.com/games/borderlands-2
https://www.igdb.com/games/the-legend-of-zelda-a-link-between-worlds
https://www.igdb.com/games/the-witcher-3-wild-hunt
https://www.igdb.com/games/bloodborne
https://www.igdb.com/games/undertale
https://www.igdb.com/games/stardew-valley
https://www.igdb.com/games/dark-souls-iii
https://www.igdb.com/games/persona-5

The Legend of Zelda: Breath of the Wild (2017)
Horizon Zero Dawn (2017)

NieR: Automata (2017)

Red Dead Redemption 2 (2018)

War (2018)

Shooter

32 games

1986 -1991 (0 Games)
1992-1995 (1 Games)
1996-1999 (2 Games)
2000-2003 (5 Games)
2004-2007 (7 Games)
2008-2011 (7 Games)
1012-2015 (6 Games)
2016-2019 (4 Games)

Super Metroid (1994)

Half-Life (1998)

System Shock 2 (1999)

Deus Ex (2000)

Max Payne (2001)

Metroid Prime (2002)

Grand Theft Auto: Vice City (2002)

Mafia (2002)
Half-Life 2 (2004)
Grand Theft Auto: San Andreas (2004)

Resident Evil 4 (2005)
Half-Life 2: Episode Two (2007)

Portal (2007)

BioShock (2007)

Mass Effect (2007)

Uncharted 2: Among Thieves (2009)

Mass Effect 2 (2010)

Fallout: New Vegas (2010)
Red Dead Redemption (2010)

Portal 2 (2011)
Uncharted 3: Drake's Deception (2011)

Dead Space 2 (2011)

Mass Effect 3 (2012)

Borderlands 2 (2012)

Bioshock Infinite (2013)

The Last of Us (2013)

Grand Theft Auto V (2013)
Undertale (2015)

DOOM (2016)

Uncharted 4: A Thief's End (2016)

Horizon Zero Dawn (2017)
Red Dead Redemption 2 (2018)

Platform

26 games

1986 -1991 (2 Games)
1992-1995 (2 Games)
1996-1999 (3 Games)
2000-2003 (3 Games)
2004-2007 (4 Games)
2008-2011 (5 Games)
1012-2015 (2 Games)
2016-2019 (5 Games)

Super Mario Bros. 3 (1988)
Super Mario World (1990)

Super Metroid (1994)
Super Mario World 2: Yoshi's Island (1995)

Super Mario 64 (1996)
Castlevania: Symphony of the Night (1997)

The Legend of Zelda: Ocarina of Time (1998)
Super Smash Bros. Melee (2001)

The Legend of Zelda: The Wind Waker (2002)

Metroid Prime (2002)

Shadow of the Colossus (2005)
Portal (2007)

God of War 11 (2007)

Super Mario Galaxy (2007)
Assassin's Creed Il (2009)
Uncharted 2: Among Thieves (2009)

Super Mario Galaxy 2 (2010)

Portal 2 (2011)

Uncharted 3: Drake's Deception (2011)
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https://www.igdb.com/games/the-legend-of-zelda-breath-of-the-wild
https://www.igdb.com/games/horizon-zero-dawn
https://www.igdb.com/games/nier-automata
https://www.igdb.com/games/red-dead-redemption-2
https://www.igdb.com/games/god-of-war--1
https://www.igdb.com/genres/shooter
https://www.igdb.com/games/super-metroid
https://www.igdb.com/games/half-life
https://www.igdb.com/games/system-shock-2
https://www.igdb.com/games/deus-ex
https://www.igdb.com/games/max-payne
https://www.igdb.com/games/metroid-prime
https://www.igdb.com/games/grand-theft-auto-vice-city
https://www.igdb.com/games/mafia
https://www.igdb.com/games/half-life-2
https://www.igdb.com/games/grand-theft-auto-san-andreas
https://www.igdb.com/games/resident-evil-4
https://www.igdb.com/games/half-life-2-episode-two
https://www.igdb.com/games/portal
https://www.igdb.com/games/bioshock
https://www.igdb.com/games/mass-effect
https://www.igdb.com/games/uncharted-2-among-thieves
https://www.igdb.com/games/mass-effect-2
https://www.igdb.com/games/fallout-new-vegas
https://www.igdb.com/games/red-dead-redemption
https://www.igdb.com/games/portal-2
https://www.igdb.com/games/uncharted-3-drake-s-deception
https://www.igdb.com/games/dead-space-2
https://www.igdb.com/games/mass-effect-3
https://www.igdb.com/games/borderlands-2
https://www.igdb.com/games/bioshock-infinite
https://www.igdb.com/games/the-last-of-us
https://www.igdb.com/games/grand-theft-auto-v
https://www.igdb.com/games/undertale
https://www.igdb.com/games/doom--2
https://www.igdb.com/games/uncharted-4-a-thief-s-end
https://www.igdb.com/games/horizon-zero-dawn
https://www.igdb.com/games/red-dead-redemption-2
https://www.igdb.com/genres/platform
https://www.igdb.com/games/super-mario-bros-3
https://www.igdb.com/games/super-mario-world
https://www.igdb.com/games/super-metroid
https://www.igdb.com/games/super-mario-world-2-yoshi-s-island
https://www.igdb.com/games/super-mario-64
https://www.igdb.com/games/castlevania-symphony-of-the-night
https://www.igdb.com/games/the-legend-of-zelda-ocarina-of-time
https://www.igdb.com/games/super-smash-bros-melee
https://www.igdb.com/games/the-legend-of-zelda-the-wind-waker
https://www.igdb.com/games/metroid-prime
https://www.igdb.com/games/shadow-of-the-colossus
https://www.igdb.com/games/portal
https://www.igdb.com/games/god-of-war-ii
https://www.igdb.com/games/super-mario-galaxy
https://www.igdb.com/games/assassin-s-creed-ii
https://www.igdb.com/games/uncharted-2-among-thieves
https://www.igdb.com/games/super-mario-galaxy-2
https://www.igdb.com/games/portal-2
https://www.igdb.com/games/uncharted-3-drake-s-deception

Mario Kart 8 (2014)

Ori and the Blind Forest (2015)
INSIDE (2016)

Persona 5 (2016)

Super Mario Odyssey (2017)

Hollow Knight (2017)
Celeste (2018)

Puzzle

15 games

1986 -1991 ( 2 Games)
1992-1995 (1 Games)
1996-1999 (2 Games)
2000-2003 (2 Games)
2004-2007 (3 Games)
2008-2011 (1 Games)
1012-2015 (2 Games)
2016-2019 (2 Games)

Tetris (1986)
Monkey Island 2: LeChuck's Revenge (1991)

Indiana Jones and the Fate of Atlantis (1992)
Half-Life (1998)
The Legend of Zelda: Ocarina of Time (1998)

Silent Hill 2 (2001)
The Legend of Zelda: The Wind Waker (2002)

Shadow of the Colossus (2005)

Half-Life 2: Episode Two (2007)

Portal (2007)

Portal 2 (2011)

The Legend of Zelda: A Link Between Worlds (2013)

Ori and the Blind Forest (2015)

Stardew Valley (2016)
INSIDE (2016)

Strategy

10 games

1986 -1991 (1 Games)
1992-1995 (0 Games)
1996-1999 (5 Games)
2000-2003 (2 Games)
2004-2007 (1 Games)
2008-2011 (1 Games)
1012-2015 (0 Games)
2016-2019 (0 Games)

Tetris (1986)
Metal Gear Solid (1998)
StarCraft (1998)

Planescape: Torment (1999)
Heroes of Might and Magic I11: The Restoration of Erathia (1999)

Age of Empires I1: The Age of Kings (1999)

Gothic 11 (2002)
Warcraft 111: Reign of Chaos (2002)

Star Wars: Knights of the Old Republic Il - The Sith Lords (2004)

StarCraft 11: Wings of Liberty (2010)

Hack and slash/Beat 'em up

7 Games

1986 -1991 (0 Games)
1992-1995 (0 Games)
1996-1999 (0 Games)
2000-2003 (2 Games)
2004-2007 (1 Games)
2008-2011 (2 Games)
1012-2015 (0 Games)
2016-2019 (2 Games)

Diablo 11 (2000)
Super Smash Bros. Melee (2001)

God of War 11 (2007)
Batman: Arkham Asylum (2009)

Batman: Arkham City (2011)
Hollow Knight (2017)
Marvel's Spider-Man (2018)

Real Time Strategy (RTS)

5 games

1986 -1991 (0 Games)
1992-1995 (0 Games)
1996-1999 (3 Games)
2000-2003 (1 Games)
2004-2007 (0 Games)
2008-2011 (1 Games)
1012-2015 (0 Games)
2016-2019 (0 Games)

StarCraft (1998)

Planescape: Torment (1999)
Age of Empires II: The Age of Kings (1999)

\Warcraft 111: Reign of Chaos (2002)
StarCraft 11: Wings of Liberty (2010)

Turn-based strategy (TBS)

EarthBound (1994)

5 Games

Fallout 2 (1998)
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https://www.igdb.com/games/mario-kart-8
https://www.igdb.com/games/ori-and-the-blind-forest
https://www.igdb.com/games/inside
https://www.igdb.com/games/persona-5
https://www.igdb.com/games/super-mario-odyssey
https://www.igdb.com/games/hollow-knight
https://www.igdb.com/games/celeste
https://www.igdb.com/genres/puzzle
https://www.igdb.com/games/tetris
https://www.igdb.com/games/monkey-island-2-lechuck-s-revenge
https://www.igdb.com/games/indiana-jones-and-the-fate-of-atlantis--1
https://www.igdb.com/games/half-life
https://www.igdb.com/games/the-legend-of-zelda-ocarina-of-time
https://www.igdb.com/games/silent-hill-2
https://www.igdb.com/games/the-legend-of-zelda-the-wind-waker
https://www.igdb.com/games/shadow-of-the-colossus
https://www.igdb.com/games/half-life-2-episode-two
https://www.igdb.com/games/portal
https://www.igdb.com/games/portal-2
https://www.igdb.com/games/the-legend-of-zelda-a-link-between-worlds
https://www.igdb.com/games/ori-and-the-blind-forest
https://www.igdb.com/games/stardew-valley
https://www.igdb.com/games/inside
https://www.igdb.com/genres/strategy
https://www.igdb.com/games/tetris
https://www.igdb.com/games/metal-gear-solid
https://www.igdb.com/games/starcraft
https://www.igdb.com/games/planescape-torment
https://www.igdb.com/games/heroes-of-might-and-magic-iii-the-restoration-of-erathia
https://www.igdb.com/games/age-of-empires-ii-the-age-of-kings
https://www.igdb.com/games/gothic-ii
https://www.igdb.com/games/warcraft-iii-reign-of-chaos
https://www.igdb.com/games/star-wars-knights-of-the-old-republic-ii-the-sith-lords
https://www.igdb.com/games/starcraft-ii-wings-of-liberty
https://www.igdb.com/genres/hack-and-slash-beat-em-up
https://www.igdb.com/games/diablo-ii
https://www.igdb.com/games/super-smash-bros-melee
https://www.igdb.com/games/god-of-war-ii
https://www.igdb.com/games/batman-arkham-asylum
https://www.igdb.com/games/batman-arkham-city
https://www.igdb.com/games/hollow-knight
https://www.igdb.com/games/marvels-spider-man
https://www.igdb.com/genres/real-time-strategy-rts
https://www.igdb.com/games/starcraft
https://www.igdb.com/games/planescape-torment
https://www.igdb.com/games/age-of-empires-ii-the-age-of-kings
https://www.igdb.com/games/warcraft-iii-reign-of-chaos
https://www.igdb.com/games/starcraft-ii-wings-of-liberty
https://www.igdb.com/genres/turn-based-strategy-tbs
https://www.igdb.com/games/earthbound
https://www.igdb.com/games/fallout-2

1986 -1991 (0 Games)
1992-1995 (1 Games)
1996-1999 (2 Games)
2000-2003 (1 Games)
2004-2007 (1 Games)
2008-2011 (0 Games)
1012-2015 (0 Games)
2016-2019 (0 Games)

Heroes of Might and Magic IlI: The Restoration of Erathia (1999)

Final Fantasy 1X (2000)
Undertale (2015)

Point-and-click

5 games

1986 -1991 (1 Games)
1992-1995 (2 Games)
1996-1999 (0 Games)
2000-2003 (0 Games)
2004-2007 (0 Games)
2008-2011 (0 Games)
1012-2015 (1 Games)
2016-2019 (0 Games)

Monkey lIsland 2: LeChuck's Revenge (1991)

Indiana Jones and the Fate of Atlantis (1992)

Day of the Tentacle (1993)
The Walking Dead: Season One (2012)

Indie

5 Games

1986 -1991 (0 Games)
1992-1995 (0 Games)
1996-1999 (0 Games)
2000-2003 (0 Games)
2004-2007 (0 Games)
2008-2011 (0 Games)
1012-2015 (2 Games)
2016-2019 (3 Games)

Undertale (2015)
Ori and the Blind Forest (2015)

INSIDE (2016)

Hollow Knight (2017)
Celeste (2018)

Racing

4 Games

1986 -1991 (0 Games)
1992-1995 (0 Games)
1996-1999 (0 Games)
2000-2003 (2 Games)
2004-2007 (1 Games)
2008-2011 (0 Games)
1012-2015 (1 Games)
2016-2019 (0 Games)

Grand Theft Auto: Vice City (2002)

Mafia (2002)
Grand Theft Auto: San Andreas (2004)

Grand Theft Auto V (2013)

Sport

3 games

1986 -1991 (0 Games)
1992-1995 (0 Games)
1996-1999 (0 Games)
2000-2003 (1 Games)
2004-2007 (1 Games)
2008-2011 (0 Games)
1012-2015 (1 Games)
2016-2019 (0 Games)

Super Smash Bros. Melee (2001)

Grand Theft Auto: San Andreas (2004)

Grand Theft Auto V (2013)

Fighting
3 Games
1986 -1991 (0 Games)
1992-1995 (0 Games)
1996-1999 (0 Games)

Super Smash Bros. Melee (2001)

Mafia (2002)
Super Smash Bros. Ultimate (2018)
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https://www.igdb.com/games/heroes-of-might-and-magic-iii-the-restoration-of-erathia
https://www.igdb.com/games/final-fantasy-ix
https://www.igdb.com/games/undertale
https://www.igdb.com/genres/point-and-click
https://www.igdb.com/games/monkey-island-2-lechuck-s-revenge
https://www.igdb.com/games/indiana-jones-and-the-fate-of-atlantis--1
https://www.igdb.com/games/day-of-the-tentacle
https://www.igdb.com/games/the-walking-dead-season-one
https://www.igdb.com/genres/indie
https://www.igdb.com/games/undertale
https://www.igdb.com/games/ori-and-the-blind-forest
https://www.igdb.com/games/inside
https://www.igdb.com/games/hollow-knight
https://www.igdb.com/games/celeste
https://www.igdb.com/genres/racing
https://www.igdb.com/games/grand-theft-auto-vice-city
https://www.igdb.com/games/mafia
https://www.igdb.com/games/grand-theft-auto-san-andreas
https://www.igdb.com/games/grand-theft-auto-v
https://www.igdb.com/genres/sport
https://www.igdb.com/games/super-smash-bros-melee
https://www.igdb.com/games/grand-theft-auto-san-andreas
https://www.igdb.com/games/grand-theft-auto-v
https://www.igdb.com/genres/fighting
https://www.igdb.com/games/super-smash-bros-melee
https://www.igdb.com/games/mafia
https://www.igdb.com/games/super-smash-bros-ultimate

2000-2003 (2 Games)
2004-2007 (Games)
2008-2011 (Games)
1012-2015 (Games)
2016-2019 (1 Games)

Arcade

2 Games

1986 -1991 (1 Games)
1992-1995 (0 Games)
1996-1999 (0 Games)
2000-2003 (1 Games)
2004-2007 (0 Games)
2008-2011 (0 Games)
1012-2015 (0 Games)
2016-2019 (0 Games)

Tetris (1986)
Grand Theft Auto: Vice City (2002)

Simulator

1 game

1986 -1991 (0 Games)
1992-1995 (0 Games)
1996-1999 (0 Games)
2000-2003 (0 Games)
2004-2007 (0 Games)
2008-2011 (1 Games)
1012-2015 (0 Games)
2016-2019 (0 Games)

Mass Effect 2 (2010)
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https://www.igdb.com/genres/arcade
https://www.igdb.com/games/tetris
https://www.igdb.com/games/grand-theft-auto-vice-city
https://www.igdb.com/genres/simulator
https://www.igdb.com/games/mass-effect-2

