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Preface

FORTE (Formal Techniques for Networked and Distributed Systems) 2005 was spon-
sored by Working Group 6.1, Technical Committee 6 (TC6) of the International Feder-
ation for Information Processing (IFIP). The conference series started in 1981 under the
name PSTV (Protocol Specification, Testing, and Verification). In 1988, a second series
under the name FORTE was started. Both series merged to FORTE/PSTV in 1996. The
conference name was changed to FORTE in 2001. During its 24-year history, many
important contributions have been reported in the conference series. The last five meet-
ings of FORTE were held in Pisa (Italy), Cheju Island (Korea), Houston (USA), Berlin
(Germany), and Madrid (Spain).

The 25th FORTE was held from Sunday to Wednesday, October 2–5, 2005 on the
beautiful campus of the National Taiwan University (NTU), Taipei, Taiwan, ROC. The
scope covered formal description techniques (MSC, UML, Use cases, . . .),
semantic foundations, model-checking, SAT-based techniques, process algebrae, ab-
stractions, protocol testing, protocol verification, network synthesis, security system
analysis, network robustness, embedded systems, communication protocols, and sev-
eral promising new techniques. In total, we received 88 submissions and accepted 33
regular papers and 6 short papers. All submissions received three reviews. The final
program also included 3 keynote speeches, respectively by Prof. Amir Pnueli, Dr. Con-
stance Heitmeyer, and Prof. Teruo Higashino, and 3 tutorials, respectively by Prof.
Rance Cleaveland, Dr. Constance Heitmeyer, and Prof. Teruo Higashino. The proceed-
ings also include the text of the keynote speeches. In addition, there were social events,
including a reception, a banquet, and an excursion.

FORTE 2005 was co-located with ATVA (Automated Technology for Verification
and Analysis) 2005 with a two-day overlap. Prof. Amir Pnueli was the joint keynote
speaker. The participants of FORTE 2005 and ATVA 2005 also enjoyed a joint ban-
quet/reception and a joint excursion.

FORTE 2005 was organized under the auspices of IFIP TC 6 by the Department
of Electrical Engineering, NTU. It was generously supported by the National Science
Council, Taiwan, ROC; the Ministry of Education, Taiwan, ROC; the Institute of In-
formation Science, Academia Sinica, Taiwan, ROC; the Center for Information and
Electronic Technologies, NTU; the Graduate Institute of Communication Engineering,
NTU; and the Computer and Information Networking Center, NTU.

We would like to thank the Steering Committee members of FORTE for all their
suggestions, guidance, and assistance. We also owe a lot to all the Program Commit-
tee members and reviewers for their effort in compiling rigorous reviews. Prof. Manuel
Nunez deserves special thanks for unselfishly passing on his experience as organizer of
FORTE 2004. We would also like to thank Prof. Jin-Fu Chang, Prof. Chuan Yi Tang,
Prof. Wanjiun Liao, Prof. Sy-Yen Kuo, Prof. Ming-Syan Chen, Dr. Churn-Jung Liau,
and Dr. Ching-Tarng Hsieh for their assistance. Finally special thanks go to Ms. Lih-
Chung Lin, Ms. Tz-Hua Chen, Mr. Rong-Shiung Wu, and Mr. Zawa Chu for their ener-
getic and careful planning in the local arrangements and webpage management.

October 2005 Farn Wang
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