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Preface

Information systems and natural language processing are fundamental fields of
research and development in informatics. The combination of both is an excit-
ing and future-oriented field which has been addressed by the NLDB conference
series since 1995. There are still many open research questions but also an in-
creasing number of interesting solutions and approaches.

NLDB 2006 with its high-quality contributions tersely reflected the current
discussion and research: natural language and/or ontology-based information re-
trieval, question-answering methods, dialog processing, query processing as well
as ontology- and concept creation from natural language. Some papers presented
the newest methods for parsing, entity recognition and language identification
which are important for many of the topics mentioned before. In particular, 53
papers were submitted by authors from 14 nations. From these contributions,
the Program Committee, based on 3 peer reviews for each paper, selected 17 full
and 5 short papers, thus coming up with an overall acceptance rate of 32% (41%
including short papers).

Many persons contributed to making NLDB 2006 a success. First we thank
all authors for their valuable contributions. Secondly, we thank all members of
the Program Committee for their detailed reviews and discussion. Furthermore
we thank the following people for their substantial organizational collaboration:
Kerstin Jörgl, who did a lot of work to compose these proceedings, our Confer-
ence Secretary, Christine Seger, Stefan Ellersdorfer for his technical support, and
Jürgen Vöhringer and Christian Winkler, who provided additional last-minute
reviews.

This year, NLDB was a part of a multi-conference event on Information Sys-
tems: UNISCON — United Information Systems Conference. Thus, participants
could get into scientific contact with experts from more technical (ISTA 2006)
or more business-oriented (BIS 2006) fields. In either case, they profited from
UNISCON’s organizational environment. We, therefore, express our thanks also
to the UNISCON organization team: Markus Adam, Jörg Kerschbaumer and all
the students who supported the participants during the NLDB 2006 conference.

March 2006 Christian Kop
Günther Fliedl

Heinrich C. Mayr
Eliabeth Métais
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Manual Palomar Universidad de Alicante, Spain
Sandeep Purao Pennsylvania State University, USA
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