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Preface

WISE 2006 was held in Wuhan, China, during October 2326, hosted by Wuhan
University. As more and more diverse information becomes available on the In-
ternet and in the Web, novel theoretical and technical approaches to building
and improving Web information systems become of vital importance to the fur-
ther development of information technology. Following the successful conferences
from 2000 to 2005, WISE 2006 provided a premium forum for researchers, profes-
sionals, and industrial practitioners from around the world to share their rapidly
evolving knowledge and to report on new advances in Web information systems.

WISE 2006 received 183 submissions from 20 countries worldwide. From these
submissions, the Program Committee selected 37 regular papers and 17 short
papers, corresponding to an acceptance ratio of 20% and 9%, respectively. This
volume also includes invited keynote papers, given by three leading experts at
WISE 2006: M. Tamer Ozsu (University of Waterloo), Katsumi Tanaka (Kyoto
University) and Lizhu Zhou (Tsinghua University).

The submission and review process worked as follows. Each submission was
assigned to three or four Program Committee members for review. During the
discussion phase PC members and PC chairs carefully analyzed in particular
papers that received divergent evaluations. Based on the review scores and the
results of the discussions, the Program Chairs made the final decision.

Three workshops were held in conjunction with WISE 2006. The workshop
papers are published in a separate proceedings by Springer in its Lecture Notes
in Computer Science series (LNCS 4256).

We are grateful to the Program Committee members who helped tremen-
dously in reviewing the large number of submissions, to Yanchun Zhang, Xuhui
Li and Qing Li for their great support in the conference organization, to Yurong
Chen for setting up the Web site and processing the submissions and registra-
tions. Finally, we would like to thank Wuhan University for their support in
organizing the conference.

October 2006 Karl Aberer
Zhiyong Peng
Elke Rundensteiner
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