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Foreword 

This volume contains the extended versions of the papers presented at the Second 
Fuzzy Logic in AI Workshop held on August 28, 1993 in Chamberry, France, in 
conjunction with the International Joint Conference of Artificial Intelligence 
(IJCAI '93). In this foreword I am using the terms 'fuzzy logic' in a broad sense, to 
include fuzzy sets, fuzzy logic ( as a system of logic), and fuzzy engineering research. 

Fuzzy logic as a basis for intelligent systems has been an active area from the early 
days of its inception, that is, the late 1960s and early 1970s. However, as the name of 
the workshop suggests, this was only the second time a fuzzy logic workshop was 
held in conjunction with an IJCAI meeting. 

In 1991, in conjunction with IJCAI '91, in Sydney, Australia, two workshops 
dedicated to fuzzy logic were held separately as the First Fuzzy Logic in AI 
Workshop (which I organized) and the Fuzzy Logic Control Workshop (organized 
by D. Driankov and P. Eklund). Their combined proceedings appeared as LNAI 833. 

It can be seen from this volume that the 1993 workshop was a rather small affair in 
terms of the number of papers presented. My intention in organizing these 
workshops in conjunction with the IJCAI meeting was not so much to duplicate the 
numerous conferences dedicated these days to fuzzy logic, to different aspects of 
fuzzy logic research, applications, integration with other paradigms, etc., but to 
provide the opportunity for the average AI researcher, most likely little aware of the 
advances in fuzzy logic, to learn about these, moreover, to learn about these as they 
pertain to the very field of his/her interest, namely that of Artificial Intelligence. 
The Fuzzy Logic in AI Workshop aims at bridging the gap between the computer 
science-trained researcher in AI and the engineering bent researcher in fuzzy logic. 
After all, when it comes to designing intelligent systems they are interested in the 
same issues, struggle with the same problems and questions, and hope for the same 
successful results. 

Although small, this volume will give a good idea of the diversity of possible 
approaches using fuzzy logic, and I hope that it will be inspiring to at least one of its 
readers. 

Personally, I have little interest in, or patience with, the sometimes raging debates 
between the two communities: AI and Fuzzy Engineering. I find that beyond a 
certain initial point these debates cease to produce any useful insights into the essence 
of the computer based intelligent system. In addition to these debates, or perhaps 
really instead, it could be more fruitful for these communities to listen to each other, 
To offer this listening opportunity is the goal of the Fuzzy Logic in AI Workshop 
held in conjunction with IJCAI meetings. I intend to continue organizing this 
workshop in conjunction with future IJCAI meetings, the next one to be held in 
Montreal, Canada in 1995. I hope these workshops will provide more and more the 
necessary contact between the fuzzy engineering researcher interested in AI and the 
AI researcher open to engineering. 

June 1994 Anca L. Ralescu 
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