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Preface

This volume contains the accepted papers presented orally and as posters at
the 2014 International Conference on Social Computing, Behavioral-Cultural
Modeling, and Prediction (SBP 2014). This was the seventh year of the SBP
conference, and the fourth since it merged with the International Conference on
Computational Cultural Dynamics (ICCCD). This year the SBP 2014 conference
was co-located with the Behavioral Representation in Modeling and Simulation
(BRiMS) conference, which had a separate submission, review, and acceptance
process and produces a separate record of its proceedings.

In 2014 the SBP conference continued its traditions. We received a set of
101 submissions (from 17 countries), down from last year’s 137 submissions but
better than the prior highest number of 88 submissions. SBP continued to be
a selective, single-track conference. Twenty-four submissions were accepted as
oral presentations, a 24% acceptance rate. We also accepted 31 posters, more
than we had previously, for an overall 54% acceptance rate. Three papers were
withdrawn and one paper did not meet the length requirements to be published.
This resulted in 51 papers included in this volume. Finally, continuing our tradi-
tion, a bound copy of these proceedings was distributed to participant attendees
at the conference and made available electronically as well as part of Springer’s
Lecture Notes in Computer Science series.

This conference is strongly committed to fostering multidisciplinary research,
consistent with recent trends in computational social science and related fields.
Authors were asked to indicate from a checklist which topics fitted the papers
they were submitting. Many papers covered multiple topics across categories, re-
flecting the multidisciplinary nature of the submissions and the accepted papers.
Consequently, the papers in this volume are presented in alphabetical order by
the surname of the first author, instead of placed into preset categories. The topic
areas that formed the core of previous SBP conferences were all represented: so-
cial and behavioral sciences, health sciences, military science, methodology, and
information science.

Across the five topics, the overall number of submissions varied somewhat
with the most papers in the category of information sciences (91 submissions,
30%), followed closely by methodology (87 submissions, 28%) and the topic of
behavioral, social sciences, and economics (77 submissions, 25%). Health sci-
ences and military science the least represented topics (29 and 24 submissions,
respectively, and just less than 10% each). However, the acceptance rate by topic
area varied very little across the topics, demonstrating that the quality of the
submissions did not vary by topic. Although we cannot compare the quality of
this years’ submissions with last year, we can say that they were practically
uniform across this wide range of topics.



VI Preface

There were a number of events that took place at the conference that are
not contained in these proceedings, but they added greatly to the scientific and
collegial value of the experience for participants. The first day of the conference
included several tutorials on topics ranging from social media to computational
models, among others. In the main conference program, each day was marked
by a scientific lecture offered by a distinguished keynote speaker. These and
other activities are documented on the SBP 2014 conference website, which also
contains additional information (http://sbp-conference.org).

Conference activities such as SBP only succeed with assistance from many
contributors, which involves a year-long and in many cases a multi-year effort on
the part of many volunteers whose names are acknowledged in the next section.
Following last year’s success, the conference was held once again in downtown
Washington, DC, at the University of California’s DC Center on Rhode Island
Avenue, during April 1–4. We are very grateful for their hospitality and many
forms of logistical support. The 2014 Conference Committee met frequently dur-
ing the year preceding the event, making numerous decisions concerning papers,
posters, speakers, sessions, and all other components of a complex event such
as this. We are grateful to the program co-chairs and reviewers, to each of the
special activities chairs (for diverse activities such as sponsorships, registration,
publicity, website, tutorials, challenge problems, and others), as well as the Steer-
ing Committee of founding members and the Advisory Committee of funding
members, all of whose names are gratefully acknowledged in the next section.
Finally, a special thanks to Dorothy Kondal, Administrative Assistant at the
Center for Social Complexity, George Mason University, for her indispensable
help in executing tasks, keeping us on schedule and organized. We thank all for
their kind help, dedication, and collegiality. Funding for the SBP 2014 Confer-
ence was also made available by the Mason Center for Social Complexity.

January 2014 Claudio Cioffi-Revilla
Jeffrey C. Johnson
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