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To the pioneers of flight,
who made a dream of mankind come true.

To the pioneers in computer science,
who opened us new frontiers of innovation.



Foreword

Since the very beginning of manned flight more than hundred years ago, aero-
nautics was one of the most advanced fields for generating new technologies.
Requirements against safety, reliability, lowest weight, and pilot integration put the
highest demand on the engineers to find solutions in these conflicting areas.

The introduction of new navigation and air data sensors and power amplification
by pneumatic and hydraulic systems opened the arena for large aircraft and first
automated flight segments. After WWII, onboard computing opened the scope for
new support functions, auto flight systems, and many more capabilities of modern
aircraft. System integration became one of the key elements during design and
development of aircraft and step-by-step software design became one of the most
important areas in defining the functional structures of new aircraft. The art of
designing these aircraft underwent an evolutionary change toward software inte-
grated systems of systems. Today, we are at the threshold to highly automated and
unmanned autonomous systems that will pose even more emphasis on information
technology and pushing the limits to the highest criticality levels possible.

The Institute of Flight Systems at the German Aerospace Center (DLR) is a
leading research institution of flight sciences and airborne systems technologies
with strong links to industry and worldwide research. Our involvement in the most
advanced aircraft designs and our role in the development of future autonomous
systems and aeronautics regulations brought us early to investigate the impact of
new computing architectures like multi-core platforms, high-speed reliable net-
working, data sciences, and semantic infrastructures such as ontologies on airborne
systems. Safety critical systems will have to host real-time capable decision-making
software that is suited for highly automated verification and qualification.

Information science has developed in the past years with a stunning speed and it
is now high time that the links between this science and modern aeronautics are
investigated and discussed.
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This book is providing a profound compilation of chapters from experts of
information communication technologies and aeronautics who share their view
about the advances in aeronautical informatics. I would like to thank the authors to
present this book which closes an important gap in the literature.

Braunschweig, Germany
February 2018

Stefan Levedag
Director, Institute of Flight Systems
German Aerospace Center (DLR)
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Preface

Aeronautical informatics is a cross-disciplinary field that involves aeronautics and
computer science. We are witnessing the evolution of Information and
Communication Technologies (ICT) through various disruptive innovations that
create new paradigms and change our lives. The impact of this evolution is evident
on many technical systems. Industry 4.0 refers to this evolution and designates the
new era with the keywords “smart” and “connected”.

The impact of ICT on how we design and fly aircraft is observable with respect
to the progress in aeronautical informatics. In this book, we tried to have a closer
look into the advances in this area. The book is organized in Introduction,
Information and Communication Technologies Supporting Flight 4.0, and The
Challenges sections.

The Introduction encompasses Chap. 1 from Umut Durak where he tries to
establish a base for the book by elaborating the evolution of aeronautics parallel
with the other technical domains. Thereby, in relation to advances in ICT, he
introduces the fourth revolution in aeronautics as Flight 4.0.

In Information and Communication Technologies Supporting Flight 4.0, there
are six chapters that address six fields of advancement. Falco K. Bapp and Jürgen
Becker present advances in avionic platforms with the breakthrough in multi-core
systems in Chap. 2. Emerging trends in avionics networking are addressed in
Chap. 3 by Andreas Reinhardt and Aysegul Aglargoz. In Chap. 4, Christos P.
Antonopoulos, Konstantinos Antonopoulos, and Nikolaos S. Voros discuss Internet
of Things and Service-Oriented Architecture as the infrastructures for Flight 4.0.
Gerrit Burmester, Hui Ma, Dietrich Steinmetz, and Sven Hartmannn present big
data and data analytics concepts applied to aeronautics in Chap. 5. In Chap. 6,
Carlos Insaurralde and Erik Blasch address utilization of ontologies in aeronautics.
The last contribution of this section is Chap. 7 from Shafagh Jafer, Umut Durak,
Hakan Aydemir, Richard Ruff, and Thorsten Pawletta. They review the advances in
software engineering and their reflections in aeronautics.

The Challenges section is composed of three chapters. In Chap. 8, Christoph
Torens and Johann C. Dauer and Florian Adolf discuss autonomy and corre-
sponding safety issues particularly in unmanned aircraft domain. Reinhard
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Wilhelm, Jan Reineke, and Simon Wegener extend the section with Chap. 9 that
elaborates challenges in tackling the real-time requirements as we move toward
multi-core avionic platforms. In the last chapter, Ella M. Atkins proposes an
expansion to aerospace engineering curricular in order to incorporate aeronautical
informatics.

We believe that the notable contribution of this book is highlighting aeronautical
informatics as a field of research by providing a comprehensive array of chapters
that render various recent advancements in information and communication tech-
nologies and their effect on aeronautics. It emphasizes the change in technology
landscape of aeronautics as revolutionary. The upcoming era of “smart” and
“connected” flight is named as Flight 4.0.

We invite the reader to this unique collection from eminent contributors who
elaborate the advancement in their respective fields and explore their applications in
aeronautics. We further encourage the reader to contribute for the development of
this flourishing multidisciplinary field, aeronautical informatics.

Braunschweig, Germany Umut Durak
Karlsruhe, Germany Jürgen Becker
Clausthal-Zellerfeld, Germany Sven Hartmann
Antirio, Greece Nikolaos S. Voros
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