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Preface

ACNS 2018, the 16th International Conference on Applied Cryptography and Network
Security, was held during July 2–4, 2018, at KU Leuven, Belgium. The local orga-
nization was in the capable hands of the COSIC team at KU Leuven and we are deeply
indebted to them for their support and smooth collaboration.

We received 173 paper submissions, out of which 36 were accepted, resulting in an
acceptance rate of 20%. These proceedings contain revised versions of all the papers.
The invited keynotes were delivered by Gilles Barthe, who spoke on formal verification
of side-channel resistance and Haya Shulman who shared with the audience her per-
spective on RPKI’s Deployment and Security of BGP.

The Program Committee consisted of 52 members with diverse backgrounds and
broad research interests. The review process was double-blind. Each paper received at
least three reviews; for submissions by Program Committee members, this was
increased to five. During the discussion phase, additional reviews were solicited when
necessary. An intensive discussion was held to clarify issues and to converge toward
decisions. The selection of the program was challenging; in the end some high-quality
papers had to be rejected owing to lack of space. The committee decided to give the
Best Student Paper Award to the paper “Non-interactive zaps of knowledge” by Georg
Fuchsbauer and Michele Orrù.

We would like to sincerely thank the authors of all submissions for contributing
high-quality submissions and giving us the opportunity to compile a strong and diverse
program. We know that the Program Committee’s decisions can be very disappointing,
especially rejections of good papers that did not find a slot in the sparse number of
accepted papers.

Special thanks go to the Program Committee members; we value their hard work
and dedication to write careful and detailed reviews and to engage in interesting
discussions. A few Program Committee members, whom we asked to serve as shep-
herds, spent additional time in order to help the authors improve their works. More than
160 external reviewers contributed to the review process; we would like to thank them
for their efforts.

Finally, we thank everyone else — speakers and session chairs — for their con-
tribution to the program of ACNS 2018. We would also like to thank the sponsors for
their generous support.

We hope that the papers in this volume prove valuable for your research and
professional activities and that ACNS will continue to play its unique role in bringing
together researchers and practitioners in the area of cryptography and network security.

April 2018 Bart Preneel
Frederik Vercauteren
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