Lecture Notes in Artificial Intelligence 4386
Edited by J. G. Carbonell and J. Siekmann

Subseries of Lecture Notes in Computer Science



Pablo Noriega Javier Vazquez-Salceda
Guido Boella Olivier Boissier
Virginia Dignum Nicoletta Fornara
Eric Matson (Eds.)

Coordination, Organizations,
Institutions, and Norms
in Agent Systems II

AAMAS 2006 and ECAI 2006
International Workshops, COIN 2006
Hakodate, Japan, May 9, 2006

Riva del Garda, Italy, August 28, 2006
Revised Selected Papers

@ Springer



Series Editors

Jaime G. Carbonell, Carnegie Mellon University, Pittsburgh, PA, USA
Jorg Siekmann, University of Saarland, Saarbriicken, Germany

Volume Editors

Pablo Noriega
Instituto de Investigacion en Inteligencia Artificial, CSIC, Barcelona, Spain
E-mail: pablo@iiia.csic.es

Javier Vazquez-Salceda
Universitat Politecnica de Catalunya, Barcelona, Spain, E-mail: jvazquez@lsi.upc.edu

Guido Boella
Universita di Torino, Torino, Italy, E-mail: guido@di.unito.it

Olivier Boissier
Ecole Nationale Supérieure des Mines, Saint-Etienne, France
E-mail: Olivier.Boissier @emse.fr

Virginia Dignum
Universiteit Utrecht, Utrecht, The Netherlands, E-mail: virginia@cs.uu.nl

Nicoletta Fornara
Universita della Svizzera Italiana, Lugano, Switzerland
E-mail: nicoletta.fornara@lu.unisi.ch

Eric Matson
Wright State University, Dayton, OH, USA, E-mail: eric.matson @wright.edu

Library of Congress Control Number: 2007932915
CR Subject Classification (1998): 1.2.1, D.2, E3, D.1, C.2.4,D.3

LNCS Sublibrary: SL 7 — Artificial Intelligence

ISSN 0302-9743
ISBN-10 3-540-74457-6 Springer Berlin Heidelberg New York
ISBN-13 978-3-540-74457-3 Springer Berlin Heidelberg New York

This work is subject to copyright. All rights are reserved, whether the whole or part of the material is
concerned, specifically the rights of translation, reprinting, re-use of illustrations, recitation, broadcasting,
reproduction on microfilms or in any other way, and storage in data banks. Duplication of this publication
or parts thereof is permitted only under the provisions of the German Copyright Law of September 9, 1965,
in its current version, and permission for use must always be obtained from Springer. Violations are liable
to prosecution under the German Copyright Law.

Springer is a part of Springer Science+Business Media
springer.com

© Springer-Verlag Berlin Heidelberg 2007
Printed in Germany

Typesetting: Camera-ready by author, data conversion by Scientific Publishing Services, Chennai, India
Printed on acid-free paper SPIN: 12113002 06/3180 543210



Preface

In recent years, social and organizational aspects of agency have become major
research topics in MAS. Recent applications of MAS on Web services, grid com-
puting and ubiquitous computing highlight the need for using these aspects in
order to ensure social order within such environments. Openness, heterogeneity,
and scalability of MAS, in turn, pose new demands on traditional MAS inter-
action models and bring forward the need to look into the environment where
agents interact and at different ways of constraining or regulating interactions.
Consequently, the view of coordination and governance has been expanding to
entertain not only an agent-centric perspective but societal and organization-
centric views as well.

The overall problem of analyzing the social, legal, economic, and technologi-
cal dimensions of agent organizations, and the co-evolution of agent interactions,
provide theoretically demanding and interdisciplinary research questions at dif-
ferent levels of abstraction. The MAS research community has addressed these
issues from different perspectives that have gradually become more cohesive
around the four notions in the title to the workshop: coordination, organization,
institutions, and norms. The COIN workshops are thus designed to consolidate
the subject by providing focus events that reach researchers from diverse com-
munities working in related topics and facilitate more systematic discussion of
themes that have been treated from various perspectives.

This year, the COIN workshops were hosted during AAMAS 2006, (on June
9, in Hakodate, Japan) and ECAT 2006 (on August 28, in Riva del Garda, Italy).
The papers contained in this volume are the revised versions of a selection of
those that were presented in these workshops.

We want to express our gratitude to the Program Committee members, the
additional reviewers, the participants of workshops, and most particularly to the
authors for their respective contributions. We also want to thank the organizers
of the Fifth International Joint Conference on Autonomous Agents and Multi-
agent Systems in Hakodate and of the 17th European Conference in Artificial
Intelligence in Riva del Garda, for hosting and supporting the organization of
the workshops, Finally, we would also like to acknowledge the encouragement
and support from Springer, in the person of Alfred Hofmann, for the publication
of this second volume of COIN workshops.
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