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Preface

The eighth campaign of the Cross Language Evaluation Forum (CLEF) for Eu-
ropean languages was held from January to September 2007. There were seven
distinct evaluation tracks in CLEF 2007, designed to test the performance of a
wide range of multilingual information access systems or system components.
CLEF is by now an established international evaluation initiative and, in 2007,
81 groups from all over the world submitted results for one or more of the
different evaluation tracks. Full details regarding the design of the tracks, the
methodologies used for evaluation, and the results obtained by the participants
can be found in the different sections of these proceedings.

As always the results of the campaign were reported and discussed at the
annual workshop, held in Budapest, Hungary, 19-21 September, immediately
following the eleventh European Conference on Digital Libraries. The workshop
plays an important role by providing the opportunity for all the groups that have
participated in the evaluation campaign to get together to compare approaches
and exchange ideas.

The schedule of the workshop was divided between plenary track overviews
and parallel, poster and breakout sessions presenting the 2007 experiments and
discussing ideas for the future. There were also several invited talks. Noriko
Kando, National Institute of Informatics, Tokyo, reported the lessons learned at
NTCIR-6 and plans for NTCIR-7 (NTCIR is an evaluation initiative focussed
on testing IR systems for Asian languages), while Mandar Mitra, Indian Statis-
tical Institute Kolkata, presented FIRE, a new Forum for Information Retrieval
Evaluation for Indian languages. Edouard Geoffrois of the French government
described the objectives of the ambitious Quaero programme, which has the goal
of developing multimedia and multilingual indexing and management tools for
professional and general public applications. In two final talks, Martin Braschler
of the Zurich University of Applied Sciences gave a summing up of what he felt
were the major trends of the 2007 campaign in the light of what had emerged
during the discussions at the workshop, and Donna Harman of the US National
Institute of Standards and Technology made a number of recommendations for
the future. In particular, she urged the participants to focus more on failure
analysis; not just to recognise what methods were working and what had little
impact but to try to really understand why and then to think about generalizing
what has been learnt. The presentations given at the CLEF workshop can be
found on the CLEF website at www.clef-campaign.org.

CLEF 2007 was an activity of the DELOS Network of Excellence for Dig-
ital Libraries, of the Information Society Technologies programme of the Fu-
ropean Commission. However, synergy of activities has been established with
other Networks. The CLEF workshop was thus preceded by two related events.
On September 18, the ImageCLEF group, together with the MUSCLE Network
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of Excellence held a joint meeting on the “Evaluation of Image and Video Re-
trieval”. On the morning of September 19, the MorphoChallenge 2007 meeting
on “Unsupervised Morpheme Analysis” was held. MorphoChallenge 2007 was
part of the EU Network of Excellence PASCAL Challenge Program and was
organized in collaboration with CLEF.

At the time of writing, the organisation of CLEF 2008 is well underway. The
campaign this year again includes seven main evaluation tracks. Pilot tasks are
also proposed to assess the performance of systems working on cross-language
video retrieval and multilingual information filtering. In addition, for the first
time, in 2008 CLEF offers testing with target collections in non-European lan-
guages: Arabic in the filtering track and Persian for Ad Hoc retrieval tasks. This
is an important new step for CLEF; the implications will be discussed in the next
workshop, to be held in Aarhus, Denmark, September 17-19, 2008. CLEF 2008
is sponsored by TrebleCLEF, a Coordination Action of the Seventh Framework
Programme of the European Commission.

These post-campaign proceedings represent extended and revised versions
of the initial working notes distributed at the workshop. All papers have been
subjected to a reviewing procedure. The final volume has been prepared with
the assistance of the Center for the Evaluation of Language and Communication
Technologies (CELCT), Trento, Italy, under the coordination of Danilo Giampic-
colo. The support of CELCT is gratefully acknowledged. We should also like to
thank all our reviewers for their careful refereeing.

May 2008 Carol Peters
Valentin Jijkoun

Thomas Mandl

Henning Miiller

Douglas W. Oard

Anselmo Penas

Vivien Petras

Diana Santos
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