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Preface

Safecomp was held in Newcastle upon Tyne, UK in September 2008. The confer-
ence was the latest in a long and strong tradition of leading-edge research and
practice in Computer Safety, Reliability and Security that began in 1979.

The programme was drawn from a strong international selection of papers
from a dozen countries in three continents (32 papers from 115 submissions).
Traditional Safecomp themes such as software dependability, software safety ar-
guments and formal methods continued to be represented. This conference also
strengthened themes that have been less visible in previous Safecomp confer-
ences, particularly those relating to the complexity and resilience of systems,
critical infrastructures and human factors. It broadened the usual domains of
application to include, for example, e-Commerce. The programme continued to
benefit from strong industrial contributions in safety critical and security critical
applications.

We were fortunate to have keynote addresses from Colin O’Halloran (Qine-
tiQ) and Roger Rivett (LandRover) on different complementary industrial expe-
riences in security and reliability. We were also fortunate to have Erik Hollnagel
as our opening keynote speaker. Professor Hollnagel’s contribution was effec-
tive in challenging traditional views, broadening the focus of concern, especially
relating to the management and analysis of complexity in large-scale systems.

We would like to express our gratitude and thanks to all those whose effort
has made this conference possible: to the submitting authors and to the invited
speakers; to the Programme Committee and the external reviewers who helped
compile an attractive programme; to the financial and scientific sponsors; and
last but not least, to the members of the Organizing Committee who took care
of the local arrangements.

We hope that you will find these proceedings of interest and use for your own
work.

July 2008 Michael Harrison
Mark-Alexander Sujan
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