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Preface

The Fourth International Conference on Advanced Data Mining and Applications
(ADMA 2008) will be held in Chengdu, China, followed by the last three successful
ADMA conferences (2005 in Wu Han, 2006 in Xi'an, and 2007 Harbin). Our major
goal of ADMA is to bring together the experts on data mining in the world, and to
provide a leading international forum for the dissemination of original research results
in data mining, including applications, algorithms, software and systems, and different
disciplines with potential applications of data mining. This goal has been partially
achieved in a very short time despite the young age of the conference, thanks to the
rigorous review process insisted upon, the outstanding list of internationally renowned
keynote speakers and the excellent program each year. ADMA is ranked higher than,
or very similar to, other data mining conferences (such as PAKDD, PKDD, and SDM)
in early 2008 by an independent source: cs-conference-ranking.org.

This year we had the pleasure and honor to host illustrious keynote speakers. Our
distinguished keynote speakers are Prof. Qiang Yang and Prof. Jiming Liu. Prof. Yang
is a tenured Professor and postgraduate studies coordinator at Computer Science and
Engineering Department of Hong Kong University of Science and Technology. He is
also a member of AAAI, ACM, a senior member of the IEEE, and he is also an asso-
ciate editor for the IEEE TKDE and IEEE Intelligent Systems, KAIS and WI Journals.
Since 2002, he has published 27 journal papers and 53 conference papers including 8
top conferences such as AAAI, KDD, SIGIR, etc. Prof. Liu is Professor and Head of
Computer Science Department at Hong Kong Baptist University. He was a tenured
Professor and Director of School of Computer Science at University of Windsor,
Canada. He has published over 200 research articles in refereed international journals
and conferences, and a number of books. Prof. Liu has served academic and profes-
sional communities in various capacities, e.g., presently as Editor-in-Chief of Web
Intelligence and Agent Systems, Associate Editor of IEEE Transactions on Knowl-
edge and Data Engineering and Computational Intelligence, etc.

This year ADMA received totally 304 paper submissions from 21 different coun-
tries, making it, yet again, a truly international conference. A rigorous process of
pre-screening and review involved 89 well-known international program committee
members and 2 program co-chairs, in addition to numerous external reviewers. This
screening process yielded the remarkable papers organized in these proceedings
with 35 regular papers and 43 short papers, bearing a total acceptance rate of
25.6%.

Earthquakes on May 12", 2008 changed the original schedule but never changed
the authors’ great support and the organizers’ huge efforts to make ADMA succeed.
During the hard days, we received numerous emails or calls asking and consoling
about our situation. And the steering committee has given us enormous help and
guidance. We have resumed work only days after the earthquake. With the help,
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consideration and hard work of all organizers, authors, and conference attendees,
ADMA 2008 will become another successful international conference in the data
mining community.

July 2008 Changjie Tang
Charles X. Ling

Nick Cercone

Xiaofang Zhou

Xue Li
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