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Preface

This volume contains the papers presented at the 15th String Processing and In-
formation Retrieval Symposium (SPIRE), held in Melbourne, Australia, during
November 10-12, 2008.

The papers presented at the symposium were selected from 54 papers sub-
mitted in response to the Call For Papers. Each submission was reviewed by
a minimum of two, and usually three, Program Committee members, who are
experts drawn from around the globe. The committee accepted 25 papers (46%),
with the successful authors also covering a broad range of continents. The paper
“An Efficient Linear Space Algorithm for Consecutive Suffix Alignment Under
Edit Distance” by Heikki Hyyro was selected for the Best Paper Award, while
Dina Sokol was awarded the Best Reviewer Award for excellent contributions
to the reviewing process. The program also included two invited talks: David
Hawking, chief scientist at the Internet and enterprise search company Funnel-
back Pty. Ltd. based in Australia; and Gad Landau, from the Department of
Computer Science at Haifa University, Israel.

SPIRE has its origins in the South American Workshop on String Process-
ing which was first held in 1993. Starting in 1998, the focus of the symposium
was broadened to include the area of information retrieval due to the com-
mon emphasis on information processing. The first 14 meetings were held in
Belo Horizonte, Brazil (1993); Valparaiso, Chile (1995); Recife, Brazil (1996);
Valparaiso, Chile (1997); Santa Cruz, Bolivia (1998); Cancun, Mexico (1999); A
Coruna, Spain (2000); Laguna San Rafael, Chile (2001); Lisbon, Portugal (2002);
Manaus, Brazil (2003); Padova, Italy (2004); Buenos Aires, Argentina (2005);
Glasgow, UK (2006); and Santiago, Chile (2007).

The annual SPIRE conference provides an opportunity for researchers to
present original contributions on areas such as string processing (the searching,
compression and mining of text, pattern matching, natural language process-
ing, automata based string processing); information retrieval (indexing, rank-
ing, filtering, cross-lingual IR systems, multimedia IR, digital libraries, collab-
orative retrieval, Web-related applications); interaction of biology and compu-
tation particularly related to string processing and retrieval; and information
retrieval languages and applications (XML, SGML, information retrieval from
semi-structured data, generation of structured data from text).

While many people have helped to make this conference possible, we particu-
larly thank the members of the Program Committee and the additional review-
ers who worked hard to ensure the timely review of all submitted manuscripts.
We also thank William Webber, who compiled the proceedings, and Shane
Culpepper, who maintained the website for the conference. We are grateful to
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Yahoo! Research for providing funding in support of student attendees. Submis-
sions were managed using the EasyChair conference system.

August 2008 Amihood Amir
Andrew Turpin
Alistair Moffat
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