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Preface

Welcome to the proceedings of 9th Pacific-Rim Conference on Multimedia (PCM
2008) held at the National Cheng Kung University, Tainan, Taiwan during Decem-
ber 9-13, 2008. The first PCM was held in Sydney in 2000. Since then, it has been
held successfully around the Pacific Rim, including Beijing in 2001, Hsinchu in
2002, Singapore in 2003, Tokyo in 2004, Jeju in 2005, Zhejiang in 2006, Hong
Kong in 2007 and finally Tainan. PCM is a major annual international conference
bringing together researchers, developers, and educators in the field of multimedia
from around the world. It covers a wide spectrum of multimedia research, from
state-of-the-art theoretical breakthroughs to the practical systems of multimedia
analysis and processing.

PCM 2008 featured a comprehensive program including tutorials, keynote talks,
regular oral presentations, special sessions, and poster sessions. This year, we ac-
cepted 79 papers out of 210 submissions, giving an acceptance rate of 37%. In
addition, 39 papers were accepted for poster presentation. The submissions were
categorized into five different tracks: multimedia compression, communication and
networking, multimedia processing, analysis and retrieval, multimedia databases,
systems, and applications, multimedia human—computer interfaces, multimedia
security and digital right management, with a total of 210 submissions from 18
countries and regions. Among the five tracks, “multimedia analysis and retrieval”
received the most submissions (34% of the submissions). We kindly appreciate the
great effort made by the Program Committee members and the additional reviewers
in the reviewing of submissions.

This conference would not have been successful without the help of many people.
We would like to thank all the Track Chairs, Oscar C. Au, Lap-Pui Chau, Chun-Lin
Lu Chung-Hsien Wu, and Ja-Ling Wu for their timely handling of the paper reviews.
We are particularly grateful to Jen-Wen Ding for his dedication to the Web-based
review system throughout the process. We also appreciate the Special Sessions Chairs,
Ajay Divakaran and Shugiang Jiang, for organizing three special sessions, as well as
the Tutorial Chairs, Chong-Wah Ngo and Der-Jiunn Deng, for inviting four great
speakers who gave us insight into interesting topics. Papers in this volume cover a
range of pertinent topics in the field including, multimedia management and authoring,
multimedia personalization, and multimedia for e-learning. We also thank our keynote
speakers, Liang-Gee Chen, Sheila S. Hemami, Jeng-Neng Hwang, Sun-Yuan Kung,
Jhing-Fa Wang, for their enlightening speeches.

Our thanks must go to the colleagues and staff of the Department of Engineering
Science, National Cheng Kung University. Without their support, PCM 2008 would
not have been possible. Last but not least, we would like to thank the sponsorship of



VI Preface

the National Science Council, R.O.C., National Cheng Kung University, and Engi-
neering Science Foundation of NCKU.

December 2008 Yueh-Min Ray Huang
Changsheng Xu

Kuo-Sheng Cheng

Jar-Ferr Kevin Yang

M.N.S. Swamy

Shipeng Li

Jen-Wen Ding
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