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Preface

This volume presents the proceedings of the Third International Sanskrit Com-
putational Linguistics Symposium hosted by the University of Hyderabad,
Hyderabad, India during January 15-17, 2009. The series of symposia on Sanskrit
Computational Linguistics began in 2007. The first symposium was hosted by
INRIA at Rocquencourt, France in October 2007 as a part of the joint collabora-
tion between INRIA and the University of Hyderabad. This joint collaboration
expanded both geographically as well as academically covering more facets of
Sanskrit Computaional Linguistics, when the second symposium was hosted by
Brown University, USA in May 2008.

We received 16 submissions, which were reviewed by the members of the
Program Committee. After discussion, nine of them were selected for presenta-
tion. These nine papers fall under four broad categories: four papers deal with
the structure of Panini’s Astadhyayil. Two of them deal with parsing issues,
two with various aspects of machine translation, and the last one with the Web
concordance of an important Sanskrit text.

If we look retrospectively over the last two years, the three symposia in succes-
sion have seen not only continuity of some of the themes, but also steady growth
of the community. As is evident, researchers from diverse disciplines such as lin-
guistics, computer science, philology, and vyakarana are collaborating with the
scholars from other disciplines, witnessing the growth of Sanskrit computational
linguistics as an emergent discipline.

We are grateful to S.D. Joshi, Jan Houben, and K.V.R. Krishnamacharyulu
for accepting our invitation to deliver the invited speeches.

The symposium hosted a traditional debate, called Vidvat Sabha, where par-
ticipants presented views of different schools of language analysis — vyakarana,
nyaya, and mimansa — on the meaning of a sentence and debated on it. We
thank all the participants of the Vidvat Sabha, in particular Prahlad Char, who
accepted our invitation to chair the session. Since the Vidvat Sabha is a ‘live
program’ to be watched and listened to, we do not have its report in these pro-
ceedings, however, the video recordings of this program will be available on the
symposium website shortly.

We thank the University of Hyderabad, INRIA, Ministry of Information
Technology, Government of India, Rashtriya Sanskrit Sansthan, and Sanskrit
Academy for their valuable support.

This symposium would not have been possible without the involvement of
several persons. In addition to the Program Committee members, we would
like to thank J.S.R.A. Prasad and K. Subramaniam for their help in the local
organization.

We thank all the researchers who responded to our call for papers and partic-
ipants in this event without whose response the symposium and workshop would
not have been a success.
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Finally we thank the editorial team of Springer, who have provided us with a
platform to record the proceedings of the symposia so as to make them available
to other researchers and help in building the community right from its birth.

January 2009 Amba Kulkarni
Gérard Huet
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