
Lecture Notes in Artificial Intelligence 5322
Edited by R. Goebel, J. Siekmann, and W. Wahlster

Subseries of Lecture Notes in Computer Science



Maryam Purvis
Bastin Tony Roy Savarimuthu (Eds.)

Computer-Mediated
Social Networking
First International Conference, ICCMSN 2008
Dunedin, New Zealand, June 11-13, 2008
Revised Selected Papers

13



Series Editors

Randy Goebel, University of Alberta, Edmonton, Canada
Jörg Siekmann, University of Saarland, Saarbrücken, Germany
Wolfgang Wahlster, DFKI and University of Saarland, Saarbrücken, Germany

Volume Editors

Maryam Purvis
Bastin Tony Roy Savarimuthu
University of Otago, Department of Information Science
P.O. Box 56, Dunedin, New Zealand
E-mail: {tehrany, tonyr}@infoscience.otago.ac.nz

Library of Congress Control Number: Applied for

CR Subject Classification (1998): J.4, K.4.2, H.3.5, H.5.3, C.2

LNCS Sublibrary: SL 7 – Artificial Intelligence

ISSN 0302-9743
ISBN-10 3-642-02275-8 Springer Berlin Heidelberg New York
ISBN-13 978-3-642-02275-3 Springer Berlin Heidelberg New York

This work is subject to copyright. All rights are reserved, whether the whole or part of the material is
concerned, specifically the rights of translation, reprinting, re-use of illustrations, recitation, broadcasting,
reproduction on microfilms or in any other way, and storage in data banks. Duplication of this publication
or parts thereof is permitted only under the provisions of the German Copyright Law of September 9, 1965,
in its current version, and permission for use must always be obtained from Springer. Violations are liable
to prosecution under the German Copyright Law.

springer.com

© Springer-Verlag Berlin Heidelberg 2009
Printed in Germany

Typesetting: Camera-ready by author, data conversion by Scientific Publishing Services, Chennai, India
Printed on acid-free paper SPIN: 12687343 06/3180 5 4 3 2 1 0



Preface

Although the use of HTML and early Web browsers expanded the Internet ex-
perience from mostly one-to-one interactions to that of one-to-many (massive
publishing), this development still did not afford the sophisticated kinds of so-
cial interactions undertaken by people in the real world. Recently, however, new
technologies (such as Weblogs, Web services, Web syndication, tagging with folk-
sonomies, and Wikis), sometimes collectively called Web 2.0 technologies, have
appeared that offer more socially oriented network interactions. This has led to
the new system development mode of (a) employing lightweight scripting lan-
guages to bundle various Web 2.0 elements, or plugins, and then (b) deploying
them on network servers, thereby establishing social network systems (SNS).

The physical nature of the new network architectures is increasingly hetero-
geneous, comprising more lightweight portable devices (cell phones and PDAs)
interacting with ever-more powerful multi-core network servers that host SNS.
Emerging from these developments are popular services such as Facebook, MyS-
pace, Friendster, LiveJournal, Flickr, and YouTube. These sites employ tagging
so that people can find others with similar tastes and share media files stored on
the servers. However, analysts and observers predict that SNS have much greater
potential than merely exchanging media files; they are expected to afford oppor-
tunities to meet and engage in extended, creative, and more meaningful (in fact,
unforeseeable) interactions that will greatly enhance the end-user experiences.
The question is, therefore, how can this vision be achieved?

An important new platform technology in which all these developments come
together and one that has inspired many expert observers is that of the new
virtual environments, such as Second Life and There. These platforms enable
people to meet and engage in virtual, three-dimensional social interactions; the
future of SNS will certainly be played out on these platforms, and their scalability
can only be tested presently on high-speed networks such as KAREN (the Kiwi
Advanced Research and Education Network).

In all societies and social networks, whether real, virtual, or computer medi-
ated, there is a fundamental tension between freedom and rules. If the interac-
tion rules of behavior are too rigid, people feel constrained and leave the society.
Conversely, if interaction rules are too lax, aimless inhabitants become bored,
and there is potential for the society to be overrun by vandals and free-riders.
Those who want to ensure that the SNS is a success must find a way to estab-
lish a balanced set of interaction protocols that enable life in the society to be
spontaneous and interesting.

In June 2008, the International Conference on Computer-Mediated Social
Networking was held in Dunedin, New Zealand. The aim of this conference was
to explore these current issues surrounding computer-mediated social networks.
There were 34 paper submissions, which were peer reviewed by at least three
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members of the international Program Committee, and 19 were accepted for
presentation. The conference program was made up of 26 events spanning 3 days.
The events included paper presentations, keynote speeches and panel discussions.

The revised papers of this conference have been organized into four cate-
gories: (a) Virtual Environments and Second Life, (b)Knowledge Networks and
Learning in Social Networks, (c) Applications and Integration of Social Net-
working Systems and, (d) Social Concepts Associated with Social Networking.
An executive report of the conference and the future research issues that need
to be addressed is presented in a paper that appears at the end of this book.

We would like to express our gratitude to all the Program Committee mem-
bers and the additional reviewers. We thank all the authors for their contri-
butions and the further revisions that they undertook. We thank REANNZ,
New Zealand for supporting this conference through a KAREN travel grant. We
would like to thank Heather Harris and Gail Maxwell for their support in or-
ganizing this conference. We express our gratitude to the staff members of the
Department of Information Science for their support. We also acknowledge the
support offered to us by Springer in publishing this volume.

March 2009 Maryam Purvis
Bastin Tony Roy Savarimuthu
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