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Preface

The general theme of the Intelligent Data Analysis (IDA) Symposia is the in-
telligent use of computers in complex data analysis problems. The field has
matured sufficiently that some re-consideration of our objectives was required in
order to retain the distinctiveness of IDA. Thus, in addition to the more tradi-
tional algorithm- and application-oriented submissions, we sought submissions
that specifically focus on aspects of the data analysis process. For example, in-
teractive tools to guide and support data analysis in complex scenarios. With
the increasing availability of automatically collected data, tools that intelligently
support and assist human analysts are becoming important.

IDA-09, the 8th International Symposium on Intelligent Data Analysis, took
place in Lyon from August 31 to September 2, 2009. The invited speakers were
Paul Cohen (University of Arizona, USA) and Pablo Jensen (ENS Lyon, France).
The meeting received more than 80 submissions. The Programme Committee
selected 33 submissions for publication: 18 for full oral presentation, and 15
for poster and short oral presentation. Each contribution was evaluated by three
experts and has been allocated 12 pages in the proceedings. The accepted papers
cover a broad range of topics and applications, and include contributions on the
refined focus of IDA.

The symposium was supported by INSA Lyon (Institut National des Sciences
Appliquées de Lyon) and by IXXI (Rhône-Alpes region Complex Systems Insti-
tute). We also thank our generous sponsors, La Région Rhône-Alpes and Le
Ministère de l’Enseignement Supérieur et de la Recherche. We would like to
express our gratitude to the many people involved in the organization of the
symposium and the reviewing of submissions. The local Organizing Committee
was co-chaired by Guillaume Beslon and Céline Robardet, and the committee
members were Löıc Cerf, Serge Fenet, Pierre-Nicolas Mougel and David Parsons
(all at INSA Lyon, France). We thank them for making the conference an un-
forgettable event. We are grateful to Joaquina Labro from Insavalor s.a., who
managed the registration process. We are thankful for the support of the IDA
council, especially for the advice of Michael Berthold, Joost Kok, Xiaohui Liu
and José-Maria Peña. Finally we would like to thank Richard van de Stadt and
Springer for preparing the proceedings.

August 2009 Niall Adams
Céline Robardet

Arno Siebes
Jean-François Boulicaut
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Céline Robardet

(PC Co-chair) University of Lyon, France
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