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Preface

The book in front of you contains the proceedings of SAC 2008, the 15th an-
nual Workshop on Selected Areas in Cryptography. SAC 2008 took place during
August 14-15 at Mount Allison University, Sackville, New Brunswick, Canada.
This was the first time that SAC was hosted in New Brunswick, and the second
time in an Atlantic Canadian province. Previous SAC workshops were held at
Queen’s University in Kingston (1994, 1996, 1998, 1999, and 2005), at Carleton
University in Ottawa (1995, 1997, 2003), at the University of Waterloo (2000,
2004), at the Fields Institute in Toronto (2001), at Memorial University of New-
foundland at St. John’s (2002), at Concordia University in Montreal (2006) and
at the University of Ottawa (2007).

The intent of the workshop series is to provide a relaxed atmosphere in which
researchers in cryptography can present and discuss new work on selected areas
of current interest. The SAC workshop series has firmly established itself as an
international forum for intellectual exchange in cryptological research.

The responsibility for choosing the venue of each SAC workshop and appoint-
ing the Co-chairs lies with the SAC Organizing Board. The Co-chairs then choose
the Program Committee in consultation with the Board. Hence, we would like
to express our gratitude to the SAC Organizing Board for giving us the mandate
to organize SAC 2008, and for their invaluable feedback while assembling the
Program Committee.

Starting with 2008, SAC is organized in cooperation with the International
Association for Cryptologic Research (IACR). SAC 2008 witnessed two further
significant events in the history of SAC. The first one was a revision of the
wording of the fixed themes of the workshop. This revision takes into account
trends that emerge from the papers presented at the last SAC workshops, while
remaining true to the original spirit of the series. The three fixed themes are:

— Design and analysis of symmetric key primitives and cryptosystems
— Efficient implementations of symmetric and public key algorithms
— Mathematical and algorithmic aspects of applied cryptology

Each SAC workshop has a fourth theme which is changed every year. For
SAC 2008 this was:

— Elliptic and hyperelliptic curve cryptography, including theory and applica-
tions of pairings

The second event was a significant increase in the number of submissions. A
total of 99 technical papers were submitted to the conference from an interna-
tional authorship. Of these, 27 were accepted for presentation at the workshop,
a slight increase with respect to previous years, while the rate of accepted papers
has been reduced. In addition to these 27 papers, two speakers were invited to
give presentations at the conference.



VI Preface

— Jacques Patarin gave the Stafford Tavares Lecture on The “coefficients H”
Technique.

— Joseph Silverman gave a lecture dealing with our fourth theme, on the sub-
ject of Lifting and the Elliptic Curve Discrete Logarithm Problem.

The Program Committee (PC) for SAC 2008 was also the largest to date,
comprising 21 members in addition to the Co-chairs. The reviewing process
was a challenging task. Every paper was refereed by at least three reviewers,
with papers (partially) co-authored by members of the Program Committee
refereed by at least five reviewers. A total of about 310 reviews were written and
uploaded by the PC members, who were helped by 107 subreviewers. The reviews
were then followed by through discussions on the papers, which contributed
in a decisive way to the quality of the final selection. About 300 additional
discussion comments were written by the PC members and the Co-chairs, with
up to 30 discussion comments per PC member, with some papers receiving up
to 20 discussion comments. The reviews were rewritten, taking these discussions
into account, before being sent to the authors. In most cases, extensive comments
were sent, with one set of comments totalling 3,444 words on 477 lines — the
average being about 200 lines of text per submission. Despite the huge amount
of work, the atmosphere in the PC was always serene and friendly, even with
some lighter moments. For us it was a honor to work with this PC.

We would like to thank the authors of all the submitted papers, both those
whose work is included in these proceedings, and those whose work could not be
accommodated.

The submission and review process was done using a Web-based software
system developed by Shai Halevi. Changes to the system were made to accom-
modate our needs, and Shai replied to all our questions very quickly. We thank
Shai for making his package available and for his help.

All the contributions are given in this volume in the same order as they
appeared in the final program. These include revised versions of all 27 accepted
submissions and the two papers related to the invited talks.

We had 71 registered participants from the following countries: Austria, Bel-
gium, Canada, Chile, China, France, Germany, Korea, Luxembourg, Japan, The
Netherlands, Singapore, Spain, Switzerland, Turkey, UK, and USA.

We also wish to express our gratitude to Mount Allison University and IEEE
New Brunswick Section for financial support.

Finally we would like to thank Cindy Allan, Judith Van Rooyen, Stuart
MacDonald, and Amy Adsett for helping with the organization, and all the
participants of SAC 2008.

April 2009 Roberto Avanzi
Liam Keliher
Francesco Sica
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