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Preface

The pioneering organizers of the first � UML � workshop in Mulhouse, France
in the summer of 1998 could hardly have anticipated that, in little over a decade,
their initiative would blossom into today’s highly successful MODELS conference
series, the premier annual gathering of researchers and practitioners focusing on
a very important new technical discipline: model-based software and system
engineering. This expansion is, of course, a direct consequence of the growing
significance and success of model-based methods in practice. The conferences
have contributed greatly to the heightened interest in the field, attracting much
young talent and leading to the gradual emergence of its corresponding scientific
and engineering foundations. The proceedings from the MODELS conferences
are one of the primary references for anyone interested in a more substantive
study of the domain.

The 12th conference took place in Denver in the USA, October 4–9, 2009
along with numerous satellite workshops and tutorials, as well as several other
related scientific gatherings. The conference was exceptionally fortunate to have
three eminent, invited keynote speakers from industry: Stephen Mellor, Larry
Constantine, and Grady Booch.

A distinguishing feature of this year’s conference was the inclusion, for the
first time, of a dedicated “Empirical Results” papers category. The objective
was to provide a specific forum for publishing significant results, from both
industry and research, of the innovative application of model-based methods
in practice, so that the broader community could be better informed of the
capabilities and successes of this relatively young discipline. Consequently, a
significant proportion of accepted papers belong to this category, indicating an
accumulation of pent up high-quality scientific and technical work, which lacked
a proper venue in the past and also demonstrating the increasing importance of
model-based approaches in practice.

The program committee received 248 submissions from 33 countries. A num-
ber of papers were co-authored by researchers from different institutions in dif-
ferent countries, indicating a very healthy trend towards scientific collaboration
unhampered by institutional and geographic borders. Of these the committee
selected 45 full papers and 13 short papers, giving an acceptance rate of 18%
and 5%, respectively.

As is customary, the program committee selected a small number of ex-
ceptional full-paper submissions that received the “Most Distinguished ACM
SIGSOFT Paper Award”. In addition, the best MODELS 2009 submission was
chosen for the “Springer Best Paper Award”. Last but certainly not least, from
the papers published in the proceedings of the � UML � (MODELS) confer-
ence, the steering committee selected the one that, in their opinion, had had the
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greatest impact for the “Ten-Year Most Influential Paper Award” also provided
by Springer.

We would like to thank everyone who submitted papers as well as proposals
for workshops and tutorials. We would also like to express our gratitude to the
large number of volunteers who contributed to the success of the conference. As
in the past, special kudos are due to Richard van de Stadt, for his unfailing and
always timely support of the highly versatile CyberChairPRO system. Last but
not least, we would like to thank our sponsors, ACM, Aerospace, IEEE Computer
Society, and Springer for their support of the MODELS 2009 conference.

October 2009 Andy Schürr
Bran Selic
Rob Pettit

Sudipto Ghosh
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Variability Modelling throughout the Product Line Lifecycle . . . . . . . . . . . 685
Christa Schwanninger, Iris Groher, Christoph Elsner, and
Martin Lehofer

Weaving Variability into Domain Metamodels . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 690
Brice Morin, Gilles Perrouin, Philippe Lahire, Olivier Barais,
Gilles Vanwormhoudt, and Jean-Marc Jézéquel
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