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Preface 

The ninth campaign of the Cross-Language Evaluation Forum (CLEF) for European 
languages was held from January to September 2008. There were seven main evalua-
tion tracks in CLEF 2008 plus two pilot tasks. The aim, as usual, was to test the per-
formance of a wide range of multilingual information access (MLIA) systems or sys-
tem components. This year, 100 groups, mainly but not only from academia, partici-
pated in the campaign. Most of the groups were from Europe but there was also a 
good contingent from North America and Asia plus a few participants from South 
America and Africa. Full details regarding the design of the tracks, the methodologies 
used for evaluation, and the results obtained by the participants can be found in the 
different sections of these proceedings.  

The results of the CLEF 2008 campaign were presented at a two-and-a-half day 
workshop held in Aarhus, Denmark, September 17–19, and attended by 150 research-
ers and system developers. The annual workshop, held in conjunction with the  
European Conference on Digital Libraries, plays an important role by providing the 
opportunity for all the groups that have participated in the evaluation campaign to get 
together comparing approaches and exchanging ideas.  

The schedule of the workshop was divided between plenary track overviews, and 
parallel, poster and breakout sessions presenting this year’s experiments and discuss-
ing ideas for the future. There were several invited talks. Noriko Kando, National 
Institute of Informatics Tokyo, reported on the activities of NTCIR-7 (NTCIR is an 
evaluation initiative focussed on testing IR systems for Asian languages), while John 
Tait of the Information Retrieval Facility, Vienna, presented a proposal for an Intel-
lectual Property track which would focus on cross-language retrieval of legal patents 
in CLEF 2009. In the final session, Donna Harman, US National Institute of Standards 
and Technology, presented her impressions of the main trends emerging from the 
2008 workshop and campaign, and Martin Braschler of Zurich University of Applied 
Sciences gave a talk describing a survey he had made on the search functionality of 
enterprise websites. The presentations given at the CLEF workshop can be found on 
the CLEF website at www.clef-campaign.org. 

The workshop was preceded by two related events. On September 16, the Image-
CLEF group, with the sponsorship of the Quaero program (www.quaero.org), organized 
a one-day workshop on Multimedia Information Retrieval Evaluation. The workshop 
included presentations of the activities of both Quaero and Theseus, two international 
projects working on the development of next-generation Internet search engines. The 
Morpho Challenge 2008 meeting on “Unsupervised Morpheme Analysis” was held on 
the morning of September 17. Morpho Challenge 2008 was part of the EU Network of 
Excellence PASCAL Programme and was run in collaboration with CLEF. 

The CLEF 2008 and 2009 campaigns were organized as activities of TrebleCLEF, 
a Coordination Action of the Seventh Framework Programme. TrebleCLEF is build-
ing on and extending the results achieved by CLEF. The objective is to support the 
development and consolidation of expertise in the multidisciplinary research area of  
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multilingual information access and to promote a dissemination action in the relevant 
application communities. TrebleCLEF is also attempting to promote more user-and 
usage-focused investigations within CLEF. 

At the time of writing the organization of CLEF 2009 is well underway. In line with 
the TrebleCLEF philosophy, the campaign this year includes three new tracks focused on 
analyzing user behavior in a multilingual context (LogCLEF), on studying the requiree-
ments of multilingual patent search (CLEF-IP), and on improving our understanding of 
MLIA systems and their behavior with respect to languages (GridCLEF). 

These post-campaign proceedings represent extended and revised versions of the 
initial working notes distributed at the workshop. All papers were subjected to a re-
viewing procedure. The final volume was prepared with the assistance of the Center 
for the Evaluation of Language and Communication Technologies (CELCT), Trento, 
Italy, under the coordination of Danilo Giampiccolo. The support of CELCT is grate-
fully acknowledged. We should also like to thank all our reviewers for their careful 
refereeing.  
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Maria Husarciuc, and Dan Cristea

RACAI’s QA System at the Romanian–Romanian QA@CLEF2008
Main Task . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 393
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Ingo Glöckner and Björn Pelzer

The MIRACLE Team at the CLEF 2008 Multilingual Question
Answering Track . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 409
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Óscar Ferrández, Rafael Muñoz, and Manuel Palomar
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Aurelio López, Manuel Montes, Eduardo Morales,
Luis E. Sucar, and Luis Villaseñor-Pineda

Evaluation of Diversity-Focused Strategies for Multimedia Retrieval . . . . 677
Julien Ah-Pine, Gabriela Csurka, and Jean-Michel Renders

Clustering for Photo Retrieval at Image CLEF 2008 . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 685
Diana Inkpen, Marc Stogaitis, François DeGuire, and Muath Alzghool

ImageCLEFmed

Methods for Combining Content-Based and Textual-Based Approaches
in Medical Image Retrieval . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 691

Mouna Torjmen, Karen Pinel-Sauvagnat, and Mohand Boughanem

An SVM Confidence-Based Approach to Medical Image Annotation . . . . 696
Tatiana Tommasi, Francesco Orabona, and Barbara Caputo

LIG at ImageCLEF 2008 . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 704
Loic Maisonnasse, Philippe Mulhem, Eric Gaussier, and
Jean Pierre Chevallet



Table of Contents XXI

The MedGIFT Group at ImageCLEF 2008 . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 712
Xin Zhou, Julien Gobeill, and Henning Müller

MIRACLE at ImageCLEFmed 2008: Semantic vs. Statistical Strategies
for Topic Expansion . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 719

Sara Lana-Serrano, Julio Villena-Román, and
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Query Expansion for Effective Geographic Information Retrieval . . . . . . . 843
Qiang Pu, Daqing He, and Qi Li

Integrating Methods from IR and QA for Geographic Information
Retrieval . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 851

Johannes Leveling and Sven Hartrumpf



Table of Contents XXIII

Using Query Reformulation and Keywords in the Geographic
Information Retrieval Task . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 855
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Luis Villaseñor-Pineda

Ontology-Based Query Construction for GeoCLEF . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 880
Rui Wang and Günter Neumann

Experiments with Geographic Evidence Extracted from Documents . . . . 885
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