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Preface

Distribution of anaphora in natural language and the complexity of its resolution have
resulted in a wide range of disciplines focusing their research on this grammatical
phenomenon. It has emerged as one of the most productive topics of multi- and inter-
disciplinary research such as cognitive science, artificial intelligence and human
language technology, theoretical, cognitive, corpus and computational linguistics,
philosophy of language, psycholinguistics and cognitive psychology. Anaphora plays
a major role in understanding a language and also accounts for the cohesion of a text.
Correct interpretation of anaphora is necessary in all high-level natural language proc-
essing applications.

Given the growing importance of the study of anaphora in the last few decades, it
has emerged as the frontier area of research. This is evident from the high-quality
submissions received for the 7" DAARC from where the 10 excellent reports on re-
search findings are selected for this volume. These are the regular papers that were
presented at DAARC.

Initiated in 1996 at Lancaster University and taken over in 2002 by the University of
Lisbon, and moved out of Europe for the first time in 2009 to Goa, India, the DAARC
series established itself as a specialised and competitive forum for the presentation of the
latest results on anaphora processing, ranging from theoretical linguistic approaches
through psycholinguistic and cognitive work to corpus studies and computational model-
ling. The series is unique in that it covers this research subject from a wide variety of
multidisciplinary perspectives while keeping a strong focus on automatic anaphor resolu-
tion and its applications.

The programme of the 7" DAARC was selected from 37 initial submissions. It in-
cluded 19 oral presentations and 8 posters from over 50 authors coming from 14 coun-
tries: Belgium, Czech Republic, Denmark, Germany, India, Norway, Portugal, Russia,
Romania, Spain, The Netherlands, Taiwan, UK and the USA. The submissions were
anonymised and submitted to a selection process by which each received three evalua-
tion reports by experts from the programme committee listed below.

On behalf of the Organising Committee, we would like to thank all the authors who
contributed with their papers for the present volume and all the colleagues in the Pro-
gramme Committee for their generous and kind help in the reviewing process of
DAARGC, and in particular of the papers included in the present volume. Without them
neither this colloquium nor the present volume would have been possible.

Chennai, August 2009 Sobha Lalitha Devi
Anténio Branco
Ruslan Mitkov
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