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Preface

The background to IDA 2010, the 9th International Symposium on Intelligent
Data Analysis (IDA), is rather unusual. Previously, the symposia were held bien-
nially at European venues. Over this time, the IDA Symposium had established
an identity, a dedicated group of Program Committee members, and a regular
audience. However, this success had come at a cost to the original ambitions for
the symposium – concerned with interfacing AI, statistics and computer science
for important and difficult real-world data analysis problems – being compro-
mised in favor of more standard data mining content. IDA 2010 was organized
explicitly to re-align the IDA Symposia series with a set of objectives evolved
from the original ambitions. This should be construed not as a criticism of rou-
tine data mining research but rather as an admission that the IDA symposium
had taken the path of least resistance with respect to the call for papers and the
reviewing process.

This is the proceedings volume of IDA 2010, a special event held only a year
after the eighth symposium in an attempt to revitalize the area of IDA. There
were two major changes compared to previous symposia. First, the Call for Pa-
pers (CfP) was completely rewritten, placing great emphasis on algorithms and
systems that support modelling and analysis of complex real-world systems. Mo-
reover, the CfP explicitly discouraged submissions that might be characterized
as “incremental advances in data mining algorithms.” Second, the reviewing me-
chanism was extended to include a “senior Programme Committee,” in response
to perceived shortcomings in the existing reviewing process. In part, this was
an experiment in reviewing which is discussed in our contribution in the present
volume.

IDA 2010 took place at the wonderful Biosphere-2 in Arizona, USA, May 19-
21, 2010. The invited speakers were Lise Getoor (University of Maryland, USA)
and David Krakauer (Santa Fe Institute). The meeting received more than 40
submissions. While this may seem a low number, it should be interpreted in the
context of both a new CfP and a novel point in the annual conference calendar.
The Program Committee selected 21 submissions for publication. This inclu-
ded five papers which were focussed on important and challenging applications,
but were perhaps preliminary – the precise type of submission we were keen to
encourage.

It is a pleasure to express our gratitude to the many people involved in the
organization of the symposium and the reviewing of submissions. Some specific
thanks are in order. These proceedings would not exist without the efforts of
Richard Van Stadt. We are indebted to Lupe Jacobo for local organization.



VI Preface

Finally, we are very grateful for the generous support of a number of sponsors:
School of Information: Science, Technology and Arts, University of Arizona;
Sante Fe Institute; University of Konstanz, Germany, and the ALADDIN project.

May 2010 Paul Cohen
Niall Adams

Michael Berthold
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