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Preface

This volume contains the revised accepted papers from among those presented at
the 6th Italian Research Conference on Digital Libraries (IRCDL 2010), which
was held in the Department of Information Engineering of the University of
Padua, Italy, during January 28–29, 2010.

The well-established aim of IRCDL is to bring together Italian researchers
interested in the different methods and techniques that allow the building and
operation of Digital Libraries. A national Program Committee was set up com-
posed of 15 members, with representatives of the most active Italian research
groups on Digital Libraries.

Seventeen of the papers presented at the conference were accepted for in-
clusion in this volume. Selected authors submitted expanded versions of their
workshop papers. Those papers were reviewed again and the results of the selec-
tion are the papers appearing in these proceedings. The covered topics testifying
to the bright interests of the community are:

– System Interoperability and Data Integration including emerging interoper-
ability issues and technologies promoting interoperability

– Infrastructures, Metadata Creation and Content Management for Digital
Libraries, such as methods and techniques for text summarization and key
phrase extraction, ontology-based annotation, event-centric provenance mod-
els, semantic relatedness

– Information Access and Search for Digital Library Systems from mathe-
matical symbol indexing to term-based text retrieval and disambiguation
techniques, from audio-based information retrieval to video content-based
identification, classification and retrieval

– User Interfaces for Digital Libraries including interactive visual representa-
tions, collaborative user interfaces, multimodal user interface for multimedia
Digital Libraries, personalization models

The volume also contains the reports on the two keynote addresses and a
communication on a relevant national project.

This year is the first time that the IRCDL proceedings have been published
in the Springer CCIS series.

The IRCDL series of national conferences was originally conceived and or-
ganized in the context of the activities of DELOS, the Network of Excellence
on Digital Libraries (http://www.delos.info/), partially funded by the European
Union under the Sixth Framework Program from 2004 to 2007. The first IRCDL
conference took place in 2005, as an opportunity for Italian researchers to present
recent results on their research activities related to the wide world of Digital Li-
braries. In particular, young researchers were (and still are) invited to submit
the results of their ongoing research, to be presented in a friendly and relaxed
atmosphere, to facilitate constructive discussion and exchange of opinions.



VI Preface

Thanks to the initial support of DELOS, and later on to the support of
both the DELOS Association and the Department of Information Engineering
of the University of Padua, IRCDL continued in the subsequent years and has
become a fixture as a yearly meeting point for the Italian researchers on Digital
Libraries and related topics. Detailed information about IRCDL can be found
at the conference home page (http://ims.dei.unipd.it/ircdl/home.html), which
also contains links to IRCDL editions.

Here we would like to thank those institutions and individuals who made
this conference possible: the Program Committee members, the Department of
Information Engineering of the University of Padua, the members of the same
department who contributed to the organization of the event, namely, Maria
Bernini, Emanuele Di Buccio, Marco Dussin, and Nicola Montecchio, and the
members of the University of Padua Library Centre who contributed to the
organization of the registration and management of the on-line presentations,
namely, Yuri Carrer, Francesca Moro, and Ornella Volpato. Finally, we take this
opportunity to also thank Fabrizio Falchi of ISTI CNR of Pisa who helped in
the revision of the final papers.

To conclude, we would like to point out that, in addition to the enthusiastic
participation of the young researchers and the good will of the members of the
various committees, much of the credit for having the IRCDL series of confer-
ences today goes to DELOS. As a matter of fact, DELOS started its activities
more than ten years ago as a working group under the ESPRIT Program, then
continued as a Thematic Network under the Fifth Framework Program and af-
ter that as a Network of Excellence under the Sixth Framework Program. It
is generally recognized that during these years DELOS has made a substantial
contribution to the establishment in Europe of a research community on Digital
Libraries. At the end of 2007 the funding of the DELOS Network of Excellence
came to an end. In order to keep the “DELOS spirit” alive, a DELOS Association
was established as a not-for-profit organization, with the main aim of continuing
as much as possible the DELOS activities by promoting research activities in the
field of Digital Libraries. In this vein, there is also the commitment to supporting
the new edition of IRCDL, which, as customary, will be held in January 2011.

A call for participation for IRCDL 2011 will be circulated, but meanwhile
we invite all researchers having research interests in Digital Libraries to start
thinking about possible contributions to next year’s conference.

June 2010 Maristella Agosti
Floriana Esposito

Costantino Thanos
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