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Preface

The Second International Conference on Software Business (ICSOB 2011) was
organized in Brussels, Belgium: the heart of Europe and administrative center
of the European Union. The conference theme “Managing Software Innovation
for Tomorrow’s Business” reflects the specific challenges in the research domain
of software business. Although the software business shares common features
with other international knowledge-intensive businesses, it carries many inherent
features making it a challenging domain for research. The goal of the ICSOB
conference series is to bring together researchers with a specific focus on this
domain.

We received 27 scientific paper submissions in various categories. Each sub-
mission was reviewed by at least three members from the Program Committee.
During the Program Committee meeting, held in Utrecht, The Netherlands, 12
participants from various countries discussed the papers and their reviews. The
committee decided to accept 14 papers, yielding an overall acceptance rate of
48%.

We scheduled three days with scientific paper sessions. These sessions were
complemented with an Industry Track, containing best-practice presentations
and discussions with practitioners from the software industry. Furthermore, each
day started with an excellent keynote speaker to challenge us with new perspec-
tives. The conference was preceded by two workshops: one focusing on software
Ecosystems (IWSECO 2011) and the other one on leveraging empirical research
results for software business success (EPIC 2011).

ICSOB 2011 was created by the hard work of the different committees and
chairs. As the Program Chairs for ICSOB 2011, we thank all members of these
committees and chairs for their dedication and effort and our corporate sponsors
for their support. A special thanks goes to the members of the Program Com-
mittee for their careful and timely reviews, in particular those who attended the
Program Committee meeting in Utrecht, physically or virtually, and those who
volunteered as shepherds to help improve promising papers.

April 2011 Björn Regnell
Inge van de Weerd
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Pasi Tyrväinen University of Jyväskylä, Finland
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