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Preface

The fifth campaign of the Cross-Language Evaluation Forum (CLEF) for Euro-
pean languages was held from January to September 2004. Participation in the
CLEF campaigns has increased each year and CLEF 2004 was no exception: 55
groups submitted results for one or more of the different tracks compared with
42 groups in the previous year. CLEF 2004 also marked a breaking point with
respect to previous campaigns. The focus was no longer mainly concentrated
on multilingual document retrieval as in previous years but was diversified to
include different kinds of text retrieval across languages (e.g., exact answers in
the question-answering track) and retrieval on different kinds of media (i.e., not
just plain text but collections containing image and speech as well). In addi-
tion, increasing attention was given to issues that regard system usability and
user satisfaction with tasks to measure the effectiveness of interactive systems
or system components being included in both the cross-language question an-
swering and image retrieval tasks with the collaboration of the coordinators of
the interactive track.

The campaign culminated in a two-and-a-half-day workshop held in Bath,
UK, 15–17 September, immediately following the 8th European Conference on
Digital Libraries. The workshop was attended by nearly 100 researchers and sys-
tem developers. In addition to presentations by participants in the campaign,
talks included reports on the activities of the NTCIR evaluation initiative for
Asian languages, and on industrial experience in building cross-language appli-
cations. The final session consisted of a panel in which the members attempted
to analyze the current organization of the CLEF campaigns in depth, discussing
whether CLEF is working on the right problems, choosing its investments wisely,
and giving sufficient attention to the user perspective. Suggestions for the CLEF
2005 campaign included multilingual Web retrieval and a cross-language Geo-
graphic Information Retrieval track.

CLEF 2004 was conducted as an activity of the DELOS Network of Ex-
cellence on Digital Libraries, within the framework of the Information Society
Technologies programme of the European Commission. These post-campaign
proceedings were prepared with the assistance of the Center for the Evaluation
of Language and Communication Technologies (CELCT), Trento, Italy. The sup-
port of DELOS and CELCT is gratefully acknowledged. We should also like to
thank the other members of the CLEF Steering Committee for their assistance
in the coordination of this event.

April 2005 Carol Peters
Paul Clough

Julio Gonzalo
Gareth J.F. Jones

Michael Kluck
Bernardo Magnini
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- Linguistic Modelling Laboratory, Bulgarian Academy of Sciences, Sofia,

Bulgaria
- National Institute of Standards and Technology, Gaithersburg MD, USA
- School of Computing, Dublin City University, Ireland
- University and University Hospitals of Geneva, Switzerland
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Andrés Montoyo, Miguel Ángel Varó . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 334

Cooperation, Bookmarking, and Thesaurus in Interactive Bilingual
Question Answering

Preben Hansen, Jussi Karlgren, Magnus Sahlgren . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 343

Summarization Design for Interactive Cross-Language Question
Answering

Daqing He, Jianqiang Wang, Jun Luo, Douglas W. Oard . . . . . . . . . . . 348

Interactive and Bilingual Question Answering Using Term Suggestion
and Passage Retrieval

Carlos G. Figuerola, Angel F. Zazo, José L. Alonso Berrocal,
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Paloma Mart́ınez, Julio Villena . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 494

Question Answering for Spanish Supported by Lexical Context
Annotation
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XVI Table of Contents

SMIRE: Similar Medical Image Retrieval Engine
Pei-Cheng Cheng, Been-Chian Chien, Hao-Ren Ke,
Wei-Pang Yang . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 750

A Probabilistic Approach to Medical Image Retrieval
Koen Lubbers, Arjen P. de Vries, Theo Huibers, Paul van der Vet . . . 761

UB at CLEF2004 Cross Language Medical Image Retrieval
Miguel E. Ruiz, Munirathnam Srikanth . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 773

Content-Based Queries on the CasImage Database Within the IRMA
Framework

Christian Thies, Mark Oliver Güld, Benedikt Fischer,
Thomas M. Lehmann . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 781

Comparison and Combination of Textual and Visual Features for
Interactive Cross-Language Image Retrieval

Pei-Cheng Cheng, Jen-Yuan Yeh, Hao-Ren Ke, Been-Chian Chien,
Wei-Pang Yang . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 793

MSU at ImageCLEF: Cross Language and Interactive Image Retrieval
Vineet Bansal, Chen Zhang, Joyce Y. Chai, Rong Jin . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 805

Part VI. Cross-Language Spoken Document Retrieval

CLEF 2004 Cross-Language Spoken Document Retrieval Track
Marcello Federico, Nicola Bertoldi, Gina-Anne Levow,
Gareth J.F. Jones . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 816

Part VII. Issues in CLIR and in Evaluation

The Key to the First CLEF with Portuguese: Topics, Questions and
Answers in CHAVE

Diana Santos, Paulo Rocha . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 821

How Do Named Entities Contribute to Retrieval Effectiveness?
Thomas Mandl, Christa Womser-Hacker . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 833

Author Index . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 843




