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P r e f a c e  

This volume contains the texts of the survey papers and of the research articles 
which have been presented at "ORDAL'94: Orders, Algorithms and Applica- 
tions". 

Ordered sets and more specifically algorithmic aspects of order theory have taken 
a growing importance in computer science. In 1987, Ivan Rival organized the first 
conference on "Algorithms and Order" in Ottawa, Canada. Since then, a num- 
ber of new developments have been made and algoritmics of ordered structures 
enjoys a recognized place in computer science as in mathematics. We hope that 
ORDAL'94 will serve its purpose as an opportunity for scientific exchanges and 
cooperation among specialists of all concerned domains (algorithmics, order the- 
ory, applications to computer science). ORDAL'94 could then become the first 
of a series of regular meetings on the subject. 

Among the 35 papers submitted, 9 have been accepted for presentation and pub- 
lication, after a selection based on high scientific criteria. The choice was difficult, 
and we want to thank all the contributors for their interest in ORDAL'94. 

Editing this issue would not have been possible without the work of the program 
committee members and the help of the many referees whose detailed reports 
allowed us to select the appropriate papers. We are grateful to them. 

In the present volume, research contributions come after survey papers which 
correspond to the talks given by invited speakers. We thank them for their 
participation. The success of the manifestation is largely due to their recognized 
competence on the subject. We also want to acknowledge the following invited 
speakers who have presented talks which are not reflected by written papers: 
U. Faigle, H. Kierstead, R. H. MShring, M. Pouzet, R. Tamassia, R. Wille and 
P. Winkler. 

We also thank the many who helped in all aspects of this meeting. 

Lyon, France, May 1994 V. Bouchitt~, M. Morvan 



Preface 

Ce volume contient les textes des exposds de synth~se et des articles de recherche 
qui ont dtd prdsentds s "ORDAL'94: Ordres, Algorithmes et Applications". 

Les ensembles ordonnds et plus spdcifiquement les aspects algorithmiques de la 
thdorie de l 'ordre oat pris une place de plus en plus importante en informa- 
tique. En 1987, Ivan Rival a organisd s Ottawa all Canada la premibre confe- 
rence sur le sujet intitul6e "Algorithms and Order". Depuis, un grand nombre 
d'avancdes oat dtd faites et l 'algorithmique des structures ordonn~es occupe une 
place incontestable en informatique comme en mathdmatiques. Nous espdrons 
que ORDAL'94 jouera son r61e qui est avant tout de donner aux spdcialistes des 
diffdrents domaines concernds (algorithmique, thdorie de l'ordre, applications 
l ' informatique) l'occasion de se rencontrer et de travailler en collaboration. OR- 
DAL'94 pourrait  alors devenir la premiere ddition d'une sdrie de rencontres sur 
le sujet. 

Parmi les 35 articles soumis, 9 ont ~td acceptds pour presentation et publication, 
apr~s une sdlection basde sur des crit~res dlev~s de qualit~ scientifique. Le choix 
a dtd difficile et nous tenons s remercier tous les auteurs pour l'intSr6t qu'ils ont 
portd s ORDAL'94. 

L'ddition de ce document n'aurait  pas dtd possible sans le travail des membres du 
comit6 de programme et l'aide des nombreux arbitres dont les rapports ddtaillds 
nous ont permis de sdlectionner les meilleurs articles. Nous les en remercions ici. 

Dans le prdsent volume, les travaux de recherche sont prdcddds d'articles de 
synth~se qui correspondent aux exposSs des confdrenciers invitds. Nous les re- 
mercions pour leur participation. Le sucebs de cette manifestation est sans aucun 
doute dfi en grande partie ~t leur compdtence reconnue sur le sujet. 

Nous remercions aussi tous ceux qui ont apportd leur aide ou leur soutien 
l 'organisation de ce colloque. 

Lyon, France, mai 1994 V. Bouchitt~, M. Morvan 
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