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P r e f a c e  

The papers published in these proceedings were contributed for presentation at 
the Fifteenth International Conference on Conceptual Modeling (ER '96), held 
in Cottbus, Germany, from October 7-10, 1996. 

In response to the call for papers, approximately 110 papers were submitted 
for review, 29 of which were selected by the program committee for ten sessions 
covering the topics: advanced schema design, processes, query languages, repre- 
sentation, integration, principles of database design, transformation, enhanced 
modeling, capturing design information and last but not least, evolution. The 
program committee's outstanding job in refereeing the papers and composing a 
challenging program is acknowledged here with sincere thanks. 

The invited speakers Heikki Mannila, Johann Makowsky, and Charlie Bach- 
man presented their views respectively in the following talks: Schema Design 
and Knowledge Discovery, Translation Schemes and the Fundamental Problem 
of Database Design, Impact of Object Oriented Thinking on ER Modeling. 

A tutorial program, coordinated by a dedicated Mike Papazoglou, began the 
week's event. Research themes presented by the experts were: 
database cooperation: classification and middleware tools, modeling the enter- 
prise with objects, objects and rules: an emerging synergy, and reuse at the 
conceptual design level: models, methods and tools. 

Extending and complementing the main program were parallel events such 
as an internationial exhibition on ER CASE tools and four workshops, one on 
Business Process Modeling, another on ER concepts in Software Engineering, a 
third on Challenges of Applications and lastly, Challenges of Design. 

We trust that ER '96 continues the well established and respected tradition 
in providing colleagues with an international forum for the understanding of 
current research in conceptual modelling, facilitating the exchange of experi- 
ence gained in this field, and encouragement in the discussion of future research 
directions. 

Our special thanks go to Bernhard Thalheim and his team in Cottbus for 
their enthusiasm and untiring efforts in organizing the conference on the banks 
of the Spree. 

Finally, we would like to express our sincere thanks to all those who con- 
tributed to the success of ER '96, the authors, invited speakers, session chairs, 
tutors, industrial chairs, and participants. 

Hamburg, October 1996 Joachim W. Schmidt 
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