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Preface 

The International Workshop on Distributed Algorithms (WDAG) is intended 
to provide an annual forum for researchers from both academia and industry 
interested in distributed algorithms and their applications. The aim has been 
to host presentations of new results and to identify important future research 
directions. 

This volume contains the 20 papers presented at the 11th International Work- 
shop on Distributed Algorithms (WDAG'97), which was held September 24-26, 
1997, in Saarbrficken, Germany. Opening the volume are two extended abstracts 
based on the two keynote lectures delivered by Andreas Reuter (International 
University in Germany, Germany) and Fred Schneider (Cornell University, USA) 
at the workshop; following these is an invited paper in honor of the memory of 
Anya Pogosyants, a former graduate student at the Theory of Distributed Sys- 
tems research group in the Laboratory for Computer Science, MIT, USA, who 
died in a car accident on December 15th, 1995, at the age of 26. A biographi- 
cal note of Anya Pogosyants, written by Nancy Lynch, her academic advisor at 
MIT, is also included in this volume. 

The contributed papers were selected from 59 submissions, at a meeting 
of the program committee held on June 9, 1997, at Tel Aviv University. The 
papers were read and evaluated by the program committee members, with the 
additional precious assistance of external reviewers. It is also expected that most 
of these papers will appear in a more extended form in scientific journals in the 
future. Selected contributed papers have been already invited to a special issue 
of Theoretical Computer Science on distributed algorithms, guest edited by the 
program committee Chair. 

The program committee of WDAG'97 consisted of: 

Y. Afek (Tel Aviv U.) 
V. Hadzilacos (U. Toronto) 
L. Kirousis (Patras U. and CTI) 
M. Mavronicolas (U. Cyprus) - Chair 
Y. Moses (The Weizmann Institute of Science) 
A. Schiper (EPFL) 
P. Spirakis (Patras U. and CTI) 
P. Vit~nyi (CWI) 

S. Chaudhuri (Iowa State U.) 
M. Herlihy (Brown U.) 
K. Marzullo (UC San Diego) 
S. Moran (The Technion) 
R. Reischuk (U. Lfibeck) 
M. Shapiro (INRIA) 
Ph. Tsigas (MPI) - CoChair 
M. Yung (CertCo-BTEC) 

Partial funding for WDAG'97 was provided by the Max Planck Institut fiir 
Informatik, Saarbriicken, and by the European Union ESPRIT LTR Project 
on Algorithms and Complexity in Information Technology (ALCOM-IT). Their 
kind sponsorship is gratefully acknowledged. Our sincere thanks go also to the 
ESPRIT Network of Excellence CaberNet that supported the workshop by other 
means. 

We would like to warmly thank all the authors who submitted extended 
abstracts for consideration, the invited speakers for joining us in Saarbriicken 
and delivering the keynote lectures, and Roberto Segala (University of Bologna, 



VI 

Italy) for giving the talk for the invited paper in honor of the memory of Anya 
Pogosyants. We wish to express our gratitude to all program committee members 
and to the external reviewers who assisted them. 

We are deeply thankful to Kurt Mehlhorn, for his kind support of the work- 
shop, and to the other people from the Max Planck Institut ffir Informatik, for 
taking excellent care of the local organization; in particular, we would like to 
thank Ralf Brockenauer, Bernd F~irber, JSrg Herman, Marina Papatriantafilou, 
Christoph Storb, and Roxane Wetzel for all their time and effort they kindly of- 
fered for the workshop. Last but not least, we would like to thank Yehuda Afek 
for hosting the program committee meeting in Tel Aviv University in a superb 
way. 

Continuation of the WDAG events is supervised by the WDAG Steering 
Committee, which, for 1997, consists of- 

5.  Babao~lu (U. Bologna) S. Charron-Bost (E. Polytechnique) 
V. Hadzilacos (V. Toronto) M. Mavronicolas (V. Cyprus) 
M. Raynal (IRISh) S. Toueg (Cornell U.) -Chair 
S. Zaks (The Technion) - Vice Chair 

July 1997 Marios Mavronicolas & Philippas Tsigas 
WDAG'97 Program Committee Chair & CoChair 
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